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the aggressive tyranny of France ;? and ‘to the 
prevalence of such councils, as associated the 
United States, in polity, with the government of 
that nation.”* The conduct of the American go 
vernment is now open to every scrutiny; and its 
vindication is inseparable from a knowledge of the 
facts. All the world must be sensible, indeed, that 
neither in the general policy of the late ruler of 
France, nor in his particular treatment of the United 
States, could there exist any political, or rational 
foundation, for the sympathies and associations, 
overt or clandestine, which have been rudely and 
unfairly suggested. It is equally obvious, that no- 
thing short of the aggressive tyranny, exercised by 
Great Britain towards the United States, could have 
counteracted and controiled those tendencies to 
peace and amity, which derived their impulse from 
natural and social causes; combining the affections 
and interests of the two nations. The American 
government, faithful to that principle of public law, 
which acknowledges the authority of all govern- 
ments, established de fucto; and conforming its 
practice, in this respect, to the example of Europe, 
has never contested the validity of the govern- 
ments successively established in France; nor re- 
frained from that intercourse with either of them, 
which the just interests of the United States re- 
quired. But the British cabinet is challenged to 
produce, from the recesses of its secret, or of its 
public archives, a single instance of unworthy con- 
cessions, or of political alliance and combination, 
throughout the intercourse of the United States, 
with the revolutionary rulers of France. Was it 
the influence of French councils, that induced the 
American government to resist the pretensions of 
France, in 1793, and to encounter her hostilities in 
1798 ? that led to the ratification of the British treaty 
in 1795; to the British negociation in 1805, and to 
ihe convention of the British minister in 1809? that 
dictated the impartial overtures, which were made 
to Great Britain, as well as to France, during the 
whole period of the restrictive system ? that produc- 
ed the determination to avoid making any treaty, 
even a treaty of commerce, with France, until the 
outrage of the Rambouillet decree was repaired !T 
that sanctioned the repeated and urgent efforts of 
the American government, to put an end to the war, 
almost as soon as it was declared? or that, finally, 
prompted the explicit communication, which, in 
pursuance of instructions, was made by the Ameri- 
can minister, at St. Petersburgh, to the court of 
Russia, stating, “that the principal subjects of dis- 
cussion, which had long been subsisting between 
the United States and France, remained unsettled ; 
that there was no immediate prospect, that there 
would be a satisfactory settlement of them; but 
that, whatever the event, in that respect, might be, 
Was not the intention of the government of the 
. united States toenter into any more intimate con- 
Nexions with France; that the government of the 
Vnited States did not anticipate any event whatever, 


~ oe. 





"See the British declaration, of the !0th of Janu- 
ary, 1813. 
TSee the instructions from the secretary of state 
“ the American minister at Paris, dated the 29th 
May, 1813. 
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that could produce that effect ; and that the Ameri- 
can minister was the more happy to find himself 
authorized by his government to avow this intention 

as different representations of their views had been 
widely circulated, as well in Europe, as in Ameri- 
ca.”* Hut, while every act of the American go- 
vernment thus falsifies the charge of a subserviency 
to the policy of France, it may be justly remarked, 
that of ail the governments, maintaining a necessa- 
ry relation and intercourse with that nation, from 
the commencement, to the recent termination of 
the revolutionary establishments, it has happened 
that the government of the United States has least 
exhibited marks of condescension and concession to 
the successive rulers. It is for Great Britain, more 
particularly as an accuser, to examine and explain 
the consistency of the reproaches, which she has 
uttered against the United States, with the course 
of her own conduct; with her repeated negociations, 
during the republican, as well as during the impe- 
rial sway of France; with her solicitude to make 
and propose treaties; with her interchange of com- 
mergial benefits, so irreconcileable to a state of war, 
witit the almost triumphant entry of a French am- 
bassador into her capital, amidst the acclamations 
of the populace ; and with the prosecution, insti- 
tuted by the orders of the king of Great Britain him- 
self, in the highest court of criminal jurisdiction in 
his kingdom, to punish the printer of a gazette, 
for publishing a libel on the conduct and character 
of the late ruler of France! Whatever may be the 
source of these symptoms, however they may indi- 
cate a subservient policy, such symptoms have ne- 
ver occurred in the United States, throughout the 
imperial government of Franee. 

The conduct of the United States, from the mo- 

ment of declaring the war, will serve, as well as 
their previous conduct, to rescue them froin the un- 


just reproaches of Great Britain. When war was 


declared, the orders in council had been maintained, 
with inexorable hostility, until a thousand Ameri- 
can vessels, with their cargoes, had been seized and 
confiscated, under their operation; the British mi- 
nister at Washington had, with peculiar solemn;- 
ty, announced that the orders would not be repeul- 
ed, but upon conditions, which the American go- 
vernment had not the right, nor the power, to ful- 
fil; and the European war, which had raged, with 
little intermission for twenty vears, threatened an 
indefinite continuance. Under these circumstances, 
a repeal of the orders, and a cessation of the inju- 
ries, which they produced, were events beyond ail 
rational anticipation. Itappears, however, that the 
orders, under the influence of a parliamentary en- 
quiry into their effects upon the trade and manufac- 
tures of Great Britain, were provisionally repealed 
on the 23d of June, 1812, afew days subsequent to 
the American declaration of war. If this repeal 
had been made known to the United States, before 
their resort to arms, the repeal would have arrested. 
it; and that cause of war being removed, the other 
essential cause, the practice of impressment, would’ 
have been the subject of renewed negociation, un. 
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*See Mr. Monroe’s letter to Mr. Adams, dateif 





the Ist of July, 1812; and Mr. Adams’ letter ‘ti 
Mr. Monroe, dafed the 11th of December, 1819: 
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der the auspicious influence of a partial, yet impor- 
tant act of reconciliation. 
war, having announced the practice of impress- 
ment, as aprincipal cause, peace could only be the 
result of an express abandonnient of the practice ; 
of astspension of the practice for the purposes of 
negociation ; orof a cessation of actual sufferance, 
in consequence of a pacification in Europe, which 
would deprive Great Britain of every motive for con- 
tinuing the practice. 

Hence, when early intimations were given, from 
Efatifax and from Canada, of a disposition, on the 
part of the local authorities to enter into an armis- 
tice, the power of those authorities was so doubtful, 


the objects of the armistice were so limited, and!don, was instructed to make the proposal of an ar. 


the immediate advantages of the measure were so 
entirely on the side of the enemy, that the Aimeri- 


can government could not. consistently with its du-! 


ty, embrace the propositions.* But some hope of 


an amicable adjustment was inspired, when a com- 


But the declaration of 





so indispensable, a preliminary, without which the 
citizens of the United States, navigating the high 
seas, would not be placed, by the armistice, on an 
equal footing with the subjects of Grest Britain, ad. 
miral Warren was not authorised to accept; and the 
effort at an amicable adjustment, through that chan. 
nel, was necessarily abortive. 

But long before the overture of the British admi- 
ral was made (a few days, indeed, after the declara- 
tion of war) the reluctance with which the United 
States had resorted to arms, was manifested by the 
steps taken to arrest the progress of hostilities, and 
to hasten a restoration of peace. On the 26th of 
June, 1812, the American charge (affaires, at Lon- 


mistice to the British government, which might 
lead to an adjustment of all differences, on the sin. 


gle condition, in the event of the orders in council 
| being repealed, that instructions should be issued, 


suspending the practice of impressment during the 











a munication was received from admiral Warren, injarmistice. This proposal was soon followed by ano- 
ej September, 1812, stating that he was commanded ther, admitting, instead of positive instructions, an 
ih Se by his government, to propose, on the one handjinformal understanding between the two govern- 
i “that the government of the United States should, | ments on the subject.* Both of these proposals were 
ee instantly, recall their letters of marque and reprisal|unhappily rejected And when a third, which 
yaa against British ships, together with all orders andjseemed to have no plea for hesitation, as it required 
mM tastructions for any acis of hostility whatever against |no other preliminary, than that the American mi- 
bata) the territories of his majesty, or the persons and|nister at London, should find in the British govern- 
ee property of his subjects ;” and to promise, on the| ment, a sincere disposition to accommodate the dif- 
¥ other hand, if the American government acquiesced | ference, relative to impressment, on fair conditions, 
al in the preceding proposition, that  instruc*jons| was evaded, it wag obvious, that neither a desire of 
" ‘7 should be issued te the British squadrons, to'dis-| peace, nor a spirit of conciliation, influenced the 


meee 


continue hostilities against the United States and) councils of Great Britain, 
their citizens. This overture, however, was sub-| Under these circumstarces the American govern- 
ject to a further qualification, “that should the Ame-' ment had nochoice, but to invigorate the war; and 
rican government accede to the proposal for termi- yet it has never lost sight of the object of all just 
nating hostilities, the British admiral was authorised | wars, a just peace. The emperor of Russia having 
to arrange with the American government, as to the offered his mediation to accomplish that object, it 
revocation of the laws, which interdict the com-,was instantly and cordially accepted by the Ameri 
Vi merce and ships of war of Great Britain from the can government;} but it was peremptorily rejected 
a harbors and waters of the United States; but that,by the British government. The emperor, in his 
: in default of such revocation, within the reasonable benevolence, repeated lis invitation: the British 
period to be agreed upon, the orders in council government again rejected it. At last, however, 
4 would be revived.”+ The American governmeni,;Great Britain, sensible of the reproach, to which 
b ig th at once, expressed a disposition to embrace the ge- | such conduct would expose her throughout Europe, 
Me neral proposition for a cessation of hostilities, with) offered to the American government a direct nego- 
te a view to negociation ; declared that no peace could | ciation for peace, and the offer was promptly em- 
be durable, unless the essential object of impress-| braced; with perfect confidence, thet the British 
ment was adjusted ; and-offered us the basis of the! government would be equally prompt in giving ef- 
adjusiment, to prohibit the employment of British fect to its own proposal. But such was not the design 
subjects in the naval or commercial service of the or the course of that government. The American 
United States; hut adhering to its determination envoys were immediately appointed, and arrived at 
@ obtaining a relief from actual sufferance, the) Gottenburgh, the destined scene of negociation, on 
suspension of the practice of impressment, pending|the Lith of April, 1814, as soon as the season ad- 
the proposed armistice, was deemed a necessary|mitted. The British government, though regularly 
Lite consequence ;_ for “it could not be presumed, while; informed, that no time would be lost, on the part 
A Tie ihe parties were engaged in a negociation to adjast|of the United States, suspended the appointment of 
hich amicably this importaft difference, that the United! its envoys, until the actual arrival of the American 
wie @iates would admit the right, or acquiesce in the; envoys should be formally communicated. This pre- 
i practice, @ the opposite party ; or that Great Bri-| tension, however novel and inauspicious, Was not 
tain would be willing to restrain her cruizers from! permitted to obstruct the path to peace. The Bri- 
apractice, which would have the strongest effect to! tish government next proposed to transfer the nego- 
defeat the negociation.”+ So just, so reasonable, ciation from Gottenburgh to Ghent. This change, 
Rg EAE A EOE NER ERNE OW IEW also, notwithstanding the necessary delay, was al- 
mee letters trom tie department of state to Mr. lowed. The American envoys arriving at Ghent on 
Russeil, dated the 9th and 10th of August, 1812,| . - 
and Myr. Graham’s memorandum of a conversation | *See the letters from the secretary of state to Mr 
with Mr. Baker, the British secretary of legation,| Russell, dated the 26th of June, and the 27th of July; 
enclosed in the last letter. See, also, Mr. Monroe’s | 1812. 
letter to Mr. Russeil, dated the sist of Aug. 1812.} {See the correspondence between Mr. Russell and 
{See the letter of adm ival Warren to the secreta- ‘lord Castlereagh, dated August and September, 1812 
ry of state, dated at Halifax, the 20th of September, i—and Mr. Russell’s letters to the secretary of state, 
1812. ; \dated September, 1812. 
+See the letter of Mr. Monroe toadmiral Warren,| +See the correspondence between Mr, Monroe and 
dated the 27th of October, 1612. Mr. Daschkeff, in March, 1815. 
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the 24th of June, remained in a mortifying state of 
suspense and expectation for the arrival of the Bri- 
tish envoys, until the 6th of August. And from the 
Heriod of opening the negociations, to the date of the 
last despatch of the 31st of October, it has been seen 
that the whole of the diplomatic skill of the British 
government, has consisted in consuming time, with- 
out approaching any conclusion. ‘The pacification 
of Paris had sudslenly and unexpectedly placed at 
the disposal of the British government a great naval 
and military force; the pride and passions of the 
nation were artfully excited against the United 
States; and a war of desperate and barbarous cha- 
racter was planned; at the very moment that the 





the 10th of December, 1813, was long subsequent 
to the pillage and conflagration committed on the 
shores of the Chesapeake, throughout the summer 
of the same year; and might fairly have been alleged 
as a retaliation for those outrages; but, in fact, it 
was Justified by the American commander, who or- 
dered it, on the ground, that it became necessary to 
the military operations at that place ;* while the 
American government, as soon as it heard of the 
act, on the 6thof January, 1814, instructed the ge- 
neral commanding the northern army, “to disavow 
the conduct of the oflicer who committed it, and to 
transmit to governor Prevost, a copy of the order 
under color of which that officer had acted.”+ This 


American government, finding its maritime citizens disavowal was accordingly communicated ; and on 
relieved, by the course of events, from actual suf-) the 10th of February, 1814, governor Prevost an- 
ferance, wider the practice of impressment, had au-| swered, “that it bad been with great satisfaction, 
thorised its envoys to wave those supulations upon yhe had received the assurance, that the perpetration 
the subject, which might otherwise have been indis- | of the burning of the town of Newark, was both 
pensable precautions. iunauthorised by the American government, and ab- 

Hitherto the American government has shewn the |horrent to every American feeling; that if any oute 
justice of its cause; its respect for the rights of|rages had ensued the wanton and ubjustifiable des- 
other nations ; and its inherent love cf peace. But|tructionof Newark, passing the bounds of just re- 
the scenes of war will also exhibit a striking con-!taliation, they were to be atiributed to the influence 
trast, between the conduct of the United States/of irritated passions, on the part of the unfortunate 
and the conduct of Great Britain. The same insi-| sufferers by that event, which, ina state of active 
dious policy which taught the prince regent to de-| warfare, it has not been possible altogether to re- 
scribe the American government as the aggressor in strain; and that it was as little congenial to the dis- 
the war, has induced the British government (cloud- | position of his msjesty’s government, as it was to 
ing the daylight truth of the transaction) to call the | that of the government of the United States, deli- 
atrocities of the British fleet and armies, a retulia- | berately to adopt any policy, which had for its ob- 
tion upon the example of the American troops in Ca- |ject the devastation of private properte.”+ But the 
nada. ‘Khe United States tender a solemn appeal to | disivowal of the American government was not the 
the civilized world against the fabrication of stch aj only expiation of the offence committed by its offi- 
charge; and they vouch, in support of their appeal, | cer ; for the British government assumed the pro- 
the known morals, habits and pursuits of their peo-| vince of redress in the indulgence of its own ven- 
ple; the character of their civil and political insti-| geance. A few days after the burning of Newark, 
tutions; and the whole career of their navy and! the British and Indian troops crossed the Niagaray 
their army, as humane as itis brave. Upon What | for this purpose; they surprized and seized Fort 
pretext did the British admiral, on the 18th of Au- Niagara, and put its garrison to the sword; they 
gust, 1814, announce his determination, “to destroy | burnt the villages of Lewistown, Manchester, Tus- 
and lay waste such towns and districts upon the/carors, Buffalo and Black Rock; slaughtering and 
coast as might be found assailable ?’* Tt was the | ebising the unarmed inhabitants; until, in short, 
pretext of a request from the governor general of the / they had laid waste the whole of the Niagara fron- 
Canadas, for aid to carry into effect measures of re-) tier, levelling every house and every hut, and dis- 
taliation; while, in fact, the barbarous nature of) persing, beyond the means of shelter, in the extre- 
the war had been deliberately settled and prescribed | mity of the winter, the male and the female, the old 
by the British cabinet. What could have been the! and the young... Sir George Prevost himself appears 
foundation of such arequ-st? The outrages and the! to have been sated with the ruin and the havoc which 
irregularities, which too often occur during a state| hed been thus inflicted. In his proclamation of the 
of national hostilities, in violation of the laws of| 12th of January, 1814, he emphatically declared, 
civilized warfare, are always to be lamented, disa-|that for the burning of Newark, “the opportunity of 
vowed, and repaired by a just and honorable go-!punishment had occured, and a full measure of re- 
vernment ; but if disavowal be made, and if repa-|taliation had taken place ;” and “that it was not his 








vation be offered, there is no foundation for retalia-| intention to pursue further a system of warfare, so 


tory violence. “Whatever unauthorised irregularity | revolting to his own feelings, and so little congenial 
may have been committed by any of the troops of| to the British character, unless the futtre measures 


the United States, the American government has 
beén ready, upon principles of sacred and eternal 
obligation, to disavow, and as far as it might be 
practicable to repair.” In every known instance 
{and they are few) the offenders have been subjected 
to the regular investigation of a military tribunal ; 
and an officer, comisanding a party of stragglers, 
who were guilty of unworthy excesses, was imme- 
diately dismissed, withomt the form of a trial, for 
not preventing those excesses. The destruction of 
the village of Newark, adjacent to Fort George, on 








. *See admiral Cochrane’s letter to Mr. Monroe, 
dated the 18th of August, 1814; and Mr. Monroe’s 
answer of the 6th September, 1814. 

TSee the letter from the secretary at war to bri- 


of the enemy should compel him again to resort to 
it."§ Nav, with his answer to the American gene ‘ 
ral, already mentioned, he transmitted *s copy of 
that proclamation, a3 expressive of the determina 
tion, as to his future line of conduct ;” and added, 
‘that he was happy to learn, that there was no pro- 





*Gereral M‘Lure’s letters to the secretary at war, 
dated December 10 and 13, 1815. 

“Sue the letter from the secretary at war to ma- 
jor-egeneral Wilkinson, dated the 26th of January,- 
1514. 
+See the letter of major-general Wilkinson to sir 
George Prevost, dated the 28th of January, 1814 ; 
and the answer of sir George Prevost, on the 10th. 


of Februarv, 1814. : ” 
ve Prevost’s proclamationg dated * 





fadier general M‘iyre, dated the 4th of October, 
B15. 


See sir Geor 
ye aw ¢* y on 
Qrebec, tthe 1k of Vanuaryy 1814 
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bability, that any measures on the part of the Ameri-; treason, and revolt, against their government: Foy 


ean government would oblige him to depart from 
1t.”2* Where, then, shall we search for the founda- 


tion of the call upon the British admiral, to aid the | 


governor of Canada in meaSures of retaliation ?— 
Great Britain forgot the principle of retaliation, 
when her orders in council were issued against the 
unoffending neutral, in resentment of outrages com- 
mitted by her enemy; and surely, she had again 
forgotten the same principle, when she threatened 
an unceasing violation of the laws of civilized war- 
fare, in retaliation for injuries which never existed, 


or which the American government had explicitly | 


disavowed, or which had been already avenged by 
her own arms, in a manner anda degree, cruei and 
unparallgled. The American government, after all, 
has nat hesitated to declare, that “for the reparation 


stance: 
| Nosooner had the American government imposed 
the restrictive system upon its citizens, to escapa 
from the rage and the depredation of the belliger. 
ent powers, than the British government, then pro. 
fessing amity towards the United States, issued an 
order, which was, in effect, an invitation to the 
American citizens to break the laws of their coun. 
try, under a public promise of British protection and 
patronage, “to all vessels which should engage in an 
illicit trade, without bearing the castomary ship’s 
documents and papers.”* 

| Again: During a period of peace, between the 
United States and Great Britain, in the year 1809, 
the governor general of the Canadas employed an 
‘agent (who had previously been engaged in a simi- 
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of injuries, of whatever nature they may be, not sanc-! lar service, with the knowledge and approbation of 
tioned by the law ef nations, which the military or|}the British cabinet) ‘on a secret and confidential 
naval force of either power might have committed! mission,” into the United States, declaring, “that 
against the other, it would be always ready to enter; there was no doubt, that his able execution, of such 





nto reciprocal arrangements ; presuming that the 
British government would neither expect nor propose 
any which were not reciprocal.’’t 

tis now, however, proper to examme the cha- 


a mission, would give hima claim, not only on the 
governor general, but on his majesty’s ministers.”— 
The object of the mission, was to ascertain, whether 
there existed a disposition in any portion of the ci- 
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racter of the warfare, which Great Britain has waged |tizens, “to bring about a separation of the eastern 
against the United States. In Europe, it has already |states from the general union; and how far, in such 

cen marked, with astonishment and indignation, as!anevent, they would look up to England for assis- 
a Warfare of the tomahawk,.the scalping knife and tance, or be disposed to enter into a connection with 
the torch; as a warfare incompatible with the usages |her.’ The agent was instructed “‘to insinuate, that 
of civilized nations: as a warfare, that, disclaiming if any of the citizens should wish to enter into a 
all moral influence, inflicts an outrage upor sociallcommunication with the British government, 
order, and gives a shock to the elements of human-| through the governor general, he was authorised to 
ity. All belligerent nations can form alliances with/ receive such communication; and that he would 
the savage, the African, and the blood-hound: but) safely transmit it to the governor general.”~ He 
what civilized nation has selected these auxiliaries,! was accredited by a formal insirument, under the 
in its hostilities? It does not require the fleets and | seal and signature of the governor general, to be pro- 
armies of Great Britain to lay waste an open coun-! duced, “if he saw good ground for expecting, that 
try; to burn unfortified towns, or unprotected vil-| the doing so might lead toa more confidential com- 
lages; nor to plunder the merchant, the farmer, and! munication, than he could otherwise look for;” and 
the planter, of his stores—these exploits may easily, he was furnished with a cipher, for carrying on the 
bs achieved hy a single cruiser, or a petty privateer;|secret correspondence.”+ The virtue and patriot- 
but wien have such exploits been performed on the! ism of the citizens of the United States were superi- 
coasts of the continent of Europe, or of the British! or to the arts and corruption, employed in this secret 
isiaads, by the naval and military force of any belli-| and confidential mission, if it ever was disclosed to 
gerent power; or whea have they been tolerated by! any of them; and the mission itself terminated, as 
any honorable government, as the predatory enter-; soon as the arrangement with Mr. Erskine was an- 
prise o¢ armed individuals? Nor, is the destruction|nounced.§ But, in the act of recalling the secret 
of the pnbdlic edifices, whith adorn the metropolis of emissary, he was informed, “that the whole of his 
a country, and serve to commemorate the taste and | letters were transcribing to be sent home, where 
science of the age, beyond the sphere of action of, they could not fail of doing him great credit, and 
the vilest incendiary, as wellas of the most trium-) it was hoped they might eventually contribute to his 
phant conqueror.. It cannot be forgotten, indeed,|permanent advantage,”|| To endeavor to realize 
that in the course of ten years past, the capitals of| that hope, the emissary proceeded to London; all 
the principal powers of Europe have been conquered, | the circumstances of his mission were made known 
and occupied alternately, by the victorious armies-of| to the British minister; his services were approved 
each other;+ and yet there has been no instance of aj and acknowledged; and he was sent to Canada, for 8 
conflagration of the palaces, the temples or the halls!reward; with a recommendatory letter from lord 
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of justice. No: such examples have proceeded fiom 
Great Britain alone: a nation so elevated in its pride; 
so awful! in its power; and so affected in its tender- 
ness for the liberties of mankind! The charge is se- 
vere; bitt let the facts be adduced. 

1. Great Britain has violated the principles of 
social law, by insidious attempts, to excite the ci- 
tizens of the United States into acts of contumacy, 





———_. 


*See the letter of sir George Prevost to general 
Wilkinson, dated the 10th of February, 1814; and 
the British general orders, of the 22d of February, 
1814. 

{See Mr. Monroe’s letter to admiral Cochrane, 
dated the 5th of Septembr, 1814. 

+See Mr. Monroe’s letter to admiral Cochrane, 
Gated the 6th of Sept. 1814. 


Liverpool to sir George Prevost, “stating his lord- 
ship's opinion of the ability and judgment which 
Mr. Henry had manifested on the occasions men- 
tioned in his memorial, (his secret and confidential! 


sd 





* See the instructions to the commanders of Bri- 
tish ships of war and privateers, dated the 11th of 
April, 1808. 

+ See the letter from Mr. Ryland, the secretary of 
the governor general, to Mr. Henry, dated the 261) 
of Jan. 1809. 

+ See the letter of sir James Craig, to Mr. Henry, 
dated Feb. 6, 1809. 

§ See the same letter, and Mr. Ryland’s 

the 26th of January, 1809. 


letter of 





See Mr. Ryland’s letter, dated the 26th of June, 
1809. 
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sijisstons,) and of the benefit the public service ( The president of the United States has not hesi- 
might derive from his active employment, in any tated to place before the nation, witb expressions of 
public situation, in which sir George Prevost might : Just indignation, “the policy of Great Rritain 
thing proper to place him.* The world will judge thus proclaimed to the world; introducing into her 
upon these facts, and the rejection of a parliamen- | modes of warfare, a system equally distinguished 
tary call, for the production of the papers relating | by the deformity of its features, and the depravity 
to them, what credit is due to the prince regents as-: of its character ; and having for its object, to dis- 
sertion, “that Mr. Henry’s mission was undertaken, | solve the ties of allegiance, and the sentiments of 
without the authority or even knowledge of his ma- loyalty, in the adversary nation; and to seduce ag@ 
j esty’s government.” The first mission was certain- | Separate iis component parts, the one from the 
ly known to the British government, at the tyme it | other.’ ee : 
occurred; for, the secr&tary of the governor general; 2: Great Britain has violated the laws of humani- 
expressly states, that the information and political | and honor, by seeking alliances, in the prosecution 
observations, heretofore received from Mr. Henry, |! the war, with savages, pirates, and slaves. 
were transmitted by his excellency to the secretary | | The British agency, in exciting the Indians, at al] 
of state, who had expressed nis particular approba- | times, to commit hostilities upon the frontier of the 
tion of them;”} the second mission was approved | United States, is too notorious, to admit of a direct 
when it was known; and it remains for the British} and general denial. It has sometimes, however, 
government to explain, upon any established prin- been said, that such conduet was unauthorized -by 
ciples of morality and justice, the essential differ-| the British government; and the prince regent, 
ence between ordering the offensive acts to be done; | seizing the single instance of an intimation, alleged 
and reaping the fruit of those acts, without either to be given, on the part of Sir James Craig, governor 
expressly, or tacitly, condemning them. /of the Canadas, that an attack was meditated by the 
Again: These hostile attempts upon the peace Indians, has affirmed, that “the charge of exciting 
and union of the United States, preceding the de-| the Indians to offensive measures against the United 
claration of war, have been followed by similar ma-, States, was void of foundation; that before the war 
chinations, subsequent to thatevent. ‘he governor | began, a policy the most opposite had been uniferm- 
general of the Canadas has endeavored, occasional- ly pursued; and that proof of this was tendered by 
ly, in his proclamations and general orders, to dis-| Mr. Foster to the American government.”7 But is it 
suade the militia of the United States, from the! not known in Europe, as well as in America, that the 
performance of the duty which they owed to their | British Northwest Company maintain a Constant in- 
injured country; and the efforts, at Quebec and Ha-|tercourse of trade and council with the Indians ; 
lifax, to kindle the flame of civil war, have been as | that their interests are often in direct collision with 
incessant, as they have been insidious and abortive. the interests of the inhabitants of the United States, 
Nay, the governor of the island of Barbadoes, totally | and that by means of the inimical dispositions, and 
forgetful of the boasted article of the British mag-| the active agencies of the company, (seen, under- 
na charta, in favor of foreign merchants, found with- | Stood, and tacitly sanctioned by the local authorities 
in the British dominions, upon the breaking out of Of Canada) all the evils of an Indign war may be 
hostilities, resolved that every American merchant, | Shed upon the United States, without the authority 
within his jurisdiction at the declaration of war,/of a formal order, emanating immediately from the 
should, at once, be treated as a prisoner of war,;/ British government? Hence, thé American govern- 
because every citizen of the United States was en-| ment, in answer to the evasive protestations of the 
rolled in the militia; because the militia of the| British minister, residing at Washington, frankly 
United States, were required to serve their country, | communicated the evidence of British agency, which 
beyond the limits of the state, to which they particu- had been received at different prriods since the year 
larly belonged ; and because the militia of “all the! 1807; and observed, “that whatever may have beer 
states, which had acceded to this measure, were, in| the disposition of the British government, the con- 
the view of sir George Beckwith, acting as a French| duct of its subordinate agents had tended to excite 








conscription.’ ‘the hostility of the Indian tribes towards the United ' 
Again: Nor was this course of conduct confined | States; and that in estimating the comparative evi- 
to the colonial authorities. On the 26th of October, dence on the subject, it was impossible not to recol- 


1812, the British governrent issued an order in lect the communication lately made, respecting the 
council, authorizing the governors of the British; conduct of Sir James Craig, in another importan¢ 
West India islands, to grant licenses to American] transaction (the employment of Mr. Henry, as an ac- 
vessels, for the importation and exportation of cer-| credited agent, to alienate and detach the citizens of 
tain articles, enumerated in the order; but, in the/® Particular section of the union, from their govern- 
anstructions, which accompanied the order, it was ment,) which, it appeared, was approved by lord 
expressly provided, that “whatever importations | Liverpool.” 
Were proposed to be made, from the United Statesof, ‘The proof, however, that the British agents anc 
America, should be by licenses, confined to the| Military officers were guilty of the charge thus exhi- 
ports in the eastern states exclusively, unless there | bited, become conclusive, when, subsequent to the 
Was reason to suppose, that the object of the order;COMmMunication which was made to the British mi- 
would not be fulfilled, iflicences were not granted, for . 
:mportations from the other ports of the U. States.”§ _ * See the message from the president to congress, 
*See the letter fr ont ——— dated the 24th of February, 1815. 
Heaban’ aidigrceye rom lord Liverpool to sir George | t See the prince regent’s declaration of the 10th 
revost, dated the 16th of Sept. 1811. ‘of January 1813. 
sade t ps ae og ok Ihe 26th of Jan. 1809. | See, also, . r Foster's —o ae Monroe, dat. 
vernor Re ‘ Ta! ae paper, issued by go-|ed the 28th o Decemter, , and the 7th and 8&:i 
ernor Beckwith, at Barbadoes, on the 13th of No-| of June, 1812; and Mr. Monroe’s answer, dated the 
vember, 1812. Oth of January, 1812, and the 10th of June, 1812; 
it te of the governor of Bermu- | and the documenis which accompanied the corres- 
ith of January, 1814, and the in-} pondence. 








structions from the British secretary for foreign af-| + See Mr. Monroe’s letter to Mr. Foster, dated the 


yair's, dated November 9, 1812. 10th of June, 1512, 
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nister, the defeat and flight of general Proctor’s 
army, on the of placed in the possession 
of the American commander, the correspondence 
aud papers of the British officers. Selected from 
the documents which were obtained upon that oc- 
casion, the contents of a few letters will serve to 


tish government with the Indians, was avowed, upen 
principles, the most novel; producing consequencés 
the most dreadful. The savages were brought into’ 
the war, upon the ordinary footing of allies, without 
regard to the jnhuman character of their warfare ; 
)which nether spares age nor sex ; and which is more 





chameterize the whole of the mass. In these let- desperate towards the captive, at the stake, than 
té*s, written by Mr. M‘Kee, the British agent, to towards the combatant in the field. It seemed to 
colonel England, the commander of the British /he a stipulation of the compact, between the allies, 
troops, superscribed, ‘fon his mujesty’s service,” and | that the British might imitate, but should not con. 
dated during the months of July and August, 1794, | trol the ferocity of the savages. While the British 
the period of general Wayne’s successful expedition | troons behold, without compunction, the tomahawk 
against the Indians, it appears that the scalps taken and the scalping knife, brandished against prisoners, 
by the Indians were sent to the British establisl-' old men and children, and even against pregnant 
ment at the rapids of the Miami,;* that the hostile! women, and while they exultingly accept the bloody 
operations of the Indians were concerted with the seaips of the slaughtered Americans,* the Indian 
British agents and officers ;{ that when certain. exploits in battle, are recounted and applauded by 
tribes of Indians “having completed the beits they, the British general orders. Rank and station are 
carried with scalps and prisoners, and being without! assigned to them, in the military movements of the 
provisions, resolved on going home, it was lamented British army; and the unhallowed league was rati- 
that his majesty’s posts would derive no security | fied, with appropriaje emblems, by intertwining an 
from the late great influx of Indians into that part) American scalp, with the decorations of the mace, 
of the country, should they pérsist in their resolu-) which the commander of the northern army of the 
tion of returning so soon ;”¢ that “the British agents United States found in the legislative chamber of 
were immediately to hold a council at the Glize, in| York, the capital of Upper Canada. 

erder to try if they could prevail with the Like In-| Jp the single scene, that succeeded the battle of 
dians to remain; but that without provisions and) Frenchtown, near the river Raisin, where the Ame; 
ammunition being sent to that place, it Was Conceiv-| rican troops were defeated by the allies, under the 
ed to be extremely difficult to keep them toge-|command of general Proctor, there will be found 
ther ;”§ and that “colonel England was making great! concentrated, upon indisputable proof, an illustra- 


exertions to supply the Indians with provisions.” 
But the language of the correspondence becomes at 
length so plain and direct, that it seems impossible 
to avoid the conclusion of a governmental agency, on 
the part of Great Britain, in advising, aiding, and 
conducting the Indian war, while she professed 
friendship and peace towards the United States.— 
“Scouts are sent, (says Mr. M’Kee to colonel Eng- 
jund) to view the situation of the American army ; 
and we now muster one thousand fadians. All the 
Lake Indians, from Sugana downwards, should not 
Jose one moment in joining their brethren, as every 
accession of strength is an addition to their spirits. 
And again: “I have been employed several days in 
ende<voring to fix the Indians, who have been driven 
from their villages and cornfields, between the fort 
andthe bay. Swan Creek is genoerally agreed upon, 
and will be a very convenient place for the delivery 
of provisions, &c.”** Whether, under the various 
proofs of the British agency, in exciting Indian hos- 
tilities against the United States, in a time of peace, 
presented in the course of the present narr itive, the 
prince regent’s declaration, that, “before the war 
began, a policy the most opposite had been uniform- 
ly pursued,” by the British government,tt is to be 
ascribed to a wantof information, or 2 want of can- 
dor, the American government is not disposed, more 
particularly to investigate. | 
But, independent of these causes of just complaint, 
arising ina time of peace, it will be found, that 
when the war was declared, the alliance of the Bri 


— ee. 
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* See the letter from Mr. M‘Kee to colonel En ge | 


iand, dated the 2d of July, 1794. 
See the letter from the same to the same, dated 

the Sth of July, 1794. 

+ See the same letter, 

§ See the same letter. 

# See the same letter. 

*§ See the letter from Mr. M‘Kee to colonel Ene. 
land, dated the i3th of August, 1794. 4 

** See the letter from tie same to the same, dated 
the 30th of August, 1794. 

+} 


‘tion of the borrers of the warfare, which Great 
Britain has pursued, and still pursues, in co-opera- 
ition with the savages of the south, as well as with 
ithe savages of the north. The American army Ca- 
|pitulated on the 22d January, 1813; vet, after the 
faith of the British commander had been pledged, 
inthe terms of the capitulation ; and wile the Bri- 
‘'tish officers and soldiers, silently and exultingly 
/contemplated the scene, some of the American pri- 
‘soners of war were tomahawked, some were shot 
‘and some were burnt. Many of the unarmed inha- 
‘bitants of the Michigan territory were massacred ; 
their property was plundered, and their houses were 
idestroyed.¢ The dead bodies of the mangled Ame- 
‘ricans were exposed, unburied, to be devoured by 
‘dogs and swine: “‘because, as the British officers 
‘declared, the Indians wouid not permit the inter- 
ment ;”6 and some of the Americans, who survived 
‘the carnae, had been extricated from danger, only 
by being purchased at a price us a part of the booty 
belonging to the Indians. But, to complete this 
dreadful view of human depravity, and human 
‘wretchedness, it is only necessary to add, that an 
American physician, who was dispatched with a fiag 
of truce, to ascertain the situation of his wounded 
‘brethren, and two persons, his companions, were in- 
itercepted by the indians, in their humane mission; 
ithe privilege of the flag was disregarded by the 
British officers; the physician, after being wounded, 
‘and one of his companions, were made prisoners; 


-jand the third person of the party was killed.| 


( But the savage, who had never known the re- 








_-——- 


| *See the letter from the American general Har- 
irison, to the British general Proctor. 

| tSee the report of the committee of the house 
of representatives, on the lst July, 1812; and the 
{depositions and documents accompanying it. 

|, $See the official report of Mr. Baker, the agen 
for the prisoners, to brigadier general Winchester, 
‘dated the 26th February, 1813. — 

| {In addition to this description of savage war- 


| fare, under British auspices, see the facts contained 


- Ga 4! Y 7} eran ? > ‘ 4 - ° oy i 
See tie prince regent’s declaration gf the 10th| in the correspondence between general Harrisop 
and general Drummond. 


of January, 18153. 
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straints of civilized life, and the pirate, who had 
Hroken the bonds of society, were alike the objects 
of British concilixtion and alliance, for the purposes 
of an unparalleled warfare. A horde of pirates and 
outlaws had formed a confederacy and establishment 
on the island of Barrataria, near the moyth of the 
river Mississippi. Will Europe believe, that the 
commander of the British forces, addressed the 
leader of the confederacy, from the neutral territory | 
of Pensacola, “calling upon him, with his brave fol- 
lowers, \o enter into, the service of Great Britain, in 
whici) he should have the rank of captain; promis- 
ing that lands should be given to them all, in pro- 
portion to their respective ranks, on a peace taking | 
place; assuring them, that their property should be 
guaranteed, and their persons protected; and ask- 
ing, in return, that they would cease all hostilities 
against Spain, or the allies of Great Britain, and 
place their ships and vessels under the British com- 
manding officer on that station, until the commander 
in chief?s pleasure should be known, with a gutaran- 
tee o! their fiir value at allevents.”* There wanted 
omy 'o exemplify ihe debasement of such an act, the 
occurrence, that the pirate should spurn the prof- 
fered alliance; and, accordingly, Lafitte’s answer 
was indignantly given, by a delivery of the letter, 
contuining the British proposition, to the American 
governor of Louisiana, 

There were other sources, however, of suppor’, | 





of some being afterwards transported to the British 
West India islands, and there sold into slavery, for 
the benefit of the captors, remains without contm- 
diction. So complicated an act of injustice, would 
demand the reprobation of mankind. And let the 
British government, which professes a just abhor- 
rence of the African slave trade; which endeavors 
to impose, in that respect, restraints upon the po- 
licv of France, Spain and Portugal; answer, if it 
can, the solemn charge against their faith and their 
humanity. 

5. Great Britain has violated the laws of civilized 
warfare, by plundering private property; by out- 
raging female honor; by burning unprotected cities 
towns, villages and houses; and by laying wast¢ 
whole districts of an unresisting country. 

The menace and the practice of the British navel, 
and military force, “to destroy and lay waste such 
towns and districts upon the American coast, as 
might be found assailable,” have been executed upon 
the pretext of retaliation, for the wanton destruc- 
tion committed by the American army in Upper 
Canada ;”* but the fallacy of the pretext has alrea- 
dy been exposed. It will be recollected, however, 
that the act of burning Newark was instantaneously 
disavowed by the American government; that it ec- 
curred in December, 18183—and that sir George Pre- 
vost himself acknowledged, on the 10th of Febru- 
ary, 1814, that the measure of retaliation for all the 


whic’. Great Britain was prompted by her vengeance | previaiisly imputed misconduct of the American 
to eiaploy, in opposition to the plainest dictates of | troops, was then full and complete Between the 


her own colonial policy. 


The events, which have | month of February, 1814, when that acknowledge- 


extirp.ted or dispersed the white population of St.;ment was made, and the month of August, 1814, 
Domingo, wve in the recollection of all men. Al-|) when the British admiral’s denunciation was issued, 
though British humanity might not shrink, from the; what are the outrages upon the part of the American 
infliction of similar calamities upon the southern! troops in Canada, to justify a call for retaliation ? 
states of America, the danger of that course, either; No: it was the system, not the incident, of the war 
as an incitement to revolt, of the slives in the Bri-|—and intelligence of the system had been received at 
tish islands, oras a cause of retaliation, on the part | Washington, from the American agents in Europe, 


of the Unite. States, ought to have admonished haw} 
against its adoption. Yet, in a formal proclamation | 
issued by the commander in chief of his Britannic | 
mjesty’s squadrons, upon the Americia station, | 
the slaves of the American planters were invited to | 
join the British standard, in a covert phraseology, 
that afforded but a slight veil for the real aesign.— 
Thus, admiral Cochrane, reciting, “that it had been 
represented to him, that many persons now resident 
in the United States, had expressed a desire to with- 


with reference to the operations of admiral Watrev, 
upon the shores of the Chesapeake, long before ad- 
miral Cochrane had succeeded to the command of 
the British fleet on the American station. 

As an oppropriate introduction to the kind of war, 
Whica Great Britain intended to wage aguinst the 
inhabitants of the United States, transactions oc- 
curred in England, under the avowed direction of 
the government itself, that could not fail to wound 
the moral sense of every candid and generous spec- 


draw therefrom, with a view of entering into Ais ma-jtator. All the officers and mariners of American 


jesty’s service, or of being received as free settlers 
into some of his majesty’s cofonies,” proclaime:, 
that “oil ‘hose who might be disposed to emigrate 
from the United States, would, with their families, 
be received on board of his majesty’s ships or ves 
seis of war, or at the military posts that might be 
established upon or near the coast of the United 
States, when they would have their choice of eithe: 
entering into his majesty’s sea or land forces, or of 
being sent as free settlers to the British possessions 
in North America, or the West Indies, where they 
would meet all due encouragemeni.”7 But even the 
hesroes seem, in contempt or disvust, to have re- 
s. sted the solicitation; no rebellion or massacre en- 
sued; and theallegation, often repeated, that in re- 
lation to thos? who were seduced, or forced, from 
the service of their masters, instances have occurred 








* » | > +} . +e ‘ 5. - ‘ aT’ . 
See the letter addressed by Edward Nichols, lieut 
colonel, commaniing his Britannie m yesty’s force 
} a} . . . “7 
in tie Fioridas, to Monsieur Lafitte, or the com- 


—— at Barrataria, dated the 3ist of August, 
\ 14, 








merchant ships, who, having lost their vessels in 
other places, had gone to England on the way to 
America: or who had been employed in British mer- 
shant ships, but were desirous of returning home; 
or who had been detained, in consequence of the 
condemnation of their vessels under the British or- 
ders in council; or who had arrived in England, 
through any of the other casualties of the seafaring 
lite; were condemned to be treated as prisoners of 
war; hay, some of them were actully impressed, while 
soliciting their passports; although not one of their 
number had been, in any way, engaged in hostilities 
against Great Britain; and although the American 
government had afforded every facility to the depar- 
ture of the same class, as well as of every other cluss, 
of British subjects, from the United States, for « 
reasonable period after the declaration of war.¢ But 








*See admiral Cochrane’s letter to Mr. Mouroe, 
dated August 18, 1814 

{See sir George Prevost’s letter to general Wil- 
kinson, dated the 10th of February, 1814. 

iSee Mr. Beasley’s correspondence with the British 
government, in October, November and Dec. 181o. 





3 tSee admiral Cochrane’s praclamation, dated at 
Bermuda, the 2d of April, 1814, 


| See, also, the act of congress, passed the. 6th of 
July, 1812, 
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this act of injustice, for which even the pretext of /It will not be asserted, that they were sanctioned by 
retaliation has not been advanced, was accompanied |the usages of modern war; because the sense of af? 
hy another of still greater cruelty and oppression.|Europe’ would revolt at the assertion. It will not 
The American seamen, who had been enlisted or |be said, that they were the unauthorized excesses 
impressed, into the naval service of Great Britain, jof the British troops; because scarcely an act of 
were long retained, and many of them are yet re-|plunder and violence, of cruelty and conflagration, 
tained, on board of British ships of war, where they |has been committed, except in the immediate pre- 
are compelled to combat against their country and|sence, under the positive orders, and with the per- 
against their friends: and even when the British go-|sonal agency, of British officers. It must not be again 
vernment tardily and reluctantly recognized the | insinnated, that they were provoked by the American 
citizenship of impressed Americans, to a number ex- |example; because it has been demonstrated, that all 
ceeding 1000 at a single naval station, and dismissed |such insinuations are without color, and without 
them fiom its service on the water; it was only to|proof. And, afterall, the dreadful and disgracefu} 
immure them as prisoners of war on the shore.— progress of the British arms, will be traced, as the 
These unfortunate persons, who had passed into the | effect of that animosity, arising out of recollections 
power of the British government, by a violation of|!connected with the American revolution, which has 
their own fights aad inclinations, as well as of the already been noticed; or, as the effect of that jea- 
rights of their country, and who could only be re- | lousy, which the commercial enterprise, and native 
garded as the spoils of unlawful violence, were, resources, of the United States, are caleulated to 
nevertheless, treated as the fruits of lawful war./excite, in the councils ofa nation, aiming at univer- 
Such was the indemnification, which Great Britain|sal dominion upon the ocean. 
offered for the wrongs, that she had inflicted; and! In the month of April, 1813, the inhabitants of 
such the reward, which she bestowed, for services | Poplar island, in the bay of Chesapeake, were pillag- 
“that she had received.* ‘ed; and the cattle,and other live stock of the farmers. 
Nor has the spirit of British warfare been con-| beyond what the enemy could remove, were wonton- 
fined to viclations of the usages of civilized nations, |ly killed.* 
yi relation to the United States. The system off Inthe same month of April, the wharf, the store, 
blockade, by orders in council, has been revived; and |and the fishery, at Frenchtown landing were destroy- 
the American coast, from Maine to Louisiana, has |ed, and the private stores, and store houses, in thie 
been declared, by the proclamation of a British ad- {village of Frenchtown, were burnt.t 
miral, to be in a state of blockade, which every day’s! In the same month of April, the enemy landed re 
obsefvation proves to be, practically, ineflectual, and|peatedly on Sharp’s island, and made a general 
* which, indeed, the whole of the British navy would |Sweep of the stock, affecting, however, to pay for a 
be unable to enforce and maintain.t Neither the or-/ part of it.+ 
ders in council, acknowledged to be generally n-{ On the Sd of May, 1813, the town of Havre de 
Jawful, and declared to be merely retaliatory upon | Grace was pillaged and burnt, by a force under the 
France; nor the Berlin and Milan decrees, which|command of admiral Cockburn. The British officers 
placed the British islands in a state of blockade, | being admonished, “that with civilized nations at 
without the force of a single squadron to maintain| War, private property had always been respected,” 
it; were, in principle, more injtirious to the rights of: hastily replied, “that as the Americans wanted war, 
neutral commerce, than tite existing blockade of the|they should now feelits effects; and that the town 
“United States. The revival, therefore, of the system,| should be laid in ashes.” ‘They broke the windows 
without the retaliatory pretext, must demonstrate to| of the church; they purloined the houses of the fur- 
the world, a determination on the part of Great Bri-|niture; they stripped women and children of their 
tain, to acquire a commercial monopoly, by every | clothes; and when an unfortunate female complain- 
demonstration of her naval power. The trade of the/ed, that she could not leave her house with her little 
United States with Russia, and with other northern; children, she was unfeelingly told, ‘that her house 
powers, by whose governments no edicte violating | should be burnt with herself and children in it.’’| 








il 
neutral rights, had been issued, was cut off by the; On the 6th of May, 1815, Fredericktown and 
operation of the British orders in council of the year | Georgetown, situated on Sassafras river, in the state 
1807, as effectually as their trade with France and « Maryland, were pillaged and burnt, and the adja- 
her allies, although the retaliatory principle was to-/ cent country was laid waste, by a force under the 
tally inapplicable to the case. And the blockade of! command of admiral Cockburn; and the officers were 
the year 1814, is an attempt to destroy the trade of | the most active on the occasion.§ 
those nations, and indeed, of allthe other nations of| On the 22d of June, 1813, the British forces made 
Furope, with the United States; while Great Britain, ian attack on Craney Island, with a view to take pos- 
herself, with the same policy and ardor, that mark-; session of Norfolk, which the commanding officers 
ed her illicit trade with France, when France was had promised, in case of success, to give up to the 
her enemy, encourages a clandestine traffic between | plunder of the troops.%¥ The British were repulsed; 
her subjects and the American citizens, wherever|but enraged by defeat and disappointment, their 
her possessions come in contact with the territory | course was directed to Hampton, which they entered 
of tae U. States. : | —— 

But approaching nearer to the scenes of plunder | *See the deposit lon of Wm. Sears. 
and violence, of cruelty and conflagration, which the | TSee the depositions of Frisby Anderson, and Cor- 
British warfire exhibits on the coasts of the United | delia Pennington. 
States, it must be again asked, what ucts of the Ame-| +See Jacob Gibsan’s deposition. 
rican government, of its ships of war, or of its ar.| |See the deposition of Wiliam T. Kilpatrick, 
mits, hud occurred, or were even alleged, as a pre-/ James Wood, Rosanna Moore, and R. Mansfield. 
text for the perpetration of this series of outrages? | §See the depositions of John Stavely, Villiam 
: —— /Spencer, Joshua Ward, James Scanlan, Richard 

*See the letter from Mr. Beasley, to Mr. M’Leay.| Barnaby, F. B. Chandlear, Jonathan Greenwood, 
dated the 13th of March, 1815. F "| John Allen, Tf. Robertson, M. N. Cannon, and J. T. 
__ TSee the successive blockades announced by the; Veasey. 
‘British government, and the successive naval com-! *See gen. Taylor’s letter to the secretary at war, 
jnanders on the American station. ‘dated the 2d ofJuly, 1813. 
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— 
en the of june. The scene, that ensued, eppends 
ail power of description; and a detail of facts woulc 
be offensive to the feelings of decorum, as wellas of 
humanity. “A defenceless and unresisting town 
was given up to indiscriminate pillage; though Civi- 
lized war tolerates this only, as to fortified places 
carried by assault, and after summons. Individuals, 
male and female, were stripped naked; a sick man 
was stabbed twice in the hospital; another sick man 
was slot in his bed, in the arms of his wife, who was 
aiso wounded, long after the retreat of the Ameri- 
can troops; and femalés, the married and the single, 
suffered the extremity of personal abuse from the 


into the open country: rifling and burning the hou- 
ses and cottages of peaceable and retired families, 
pillaging the produce of the planter and the farmer; 
(their tobacco, their grain, and their cattle;) com- 
mitting violence on the persons of the unprotected 
inhabitants; seizing upon slaves, wherever they 
could be found, as booty of war; and breaking epen 
the coffins of the dead, in search of plunder, or com- 
mitting robbery m the altars of a church at Chap- 
tico, St. Inigoes, and Tappahannock, with a sacri- 
ligious race. 

But the consummation of British outrage, yet re- 








mains to be stated, from the awful and imperisha- 


troops of the enemy, and from the infatuated ne-|ble memorial of the capitol at Washington. It has. 
groes, at their instigation.”* The fact that these at-!been already observed, that the massscre of the 
irocities were committed, the commander of the | American prisoners, at the river Raisin, occurred in 
Britisa fleet, admiral Warren, and the commander |January, 1815; that throughout the same year, the 
of the British troops, sir Sidney Beckwith, admitted, |desolating warfare of Great Britain, without once 
without hesitation,t but they resorted, as on other | alleging a retaliatory excuse, made the shores of the 
occasions, to the unworthy and unavailing pretext | Chesapeake, and of its tributary rivers, a general 
of a justifiable retaliation. It was said, by the Bri-}scene of ruin and distress; and that an the month of 
tish general, “that the excesses at Hampton were, | February, 1814, sir George Prevost himself, acknow- 
occasioned by an occurrence, at the recent attempt |ledged, that the measures of retaliation, for the 
upon Croney Island, when the British troops in ajunauthorised burning of Newark, in December, 18138, 
barge, sunk by the American guns, clung to the |and for all the excesses which had been imputed to 
wreck of the boat; but several Americans waded of! |the American army, was, at that time, full and com- 
irvom the island, fired upon and shot these men.” plete. The United States. indeed, regarding what 
The truth of the assertion was denied; the act, if it was due to their own character, rather than what 
had been perpetrated by the American troops, was was due to the conduct of their enemy, had forborne 
promptly disavowed by their commander; and a/to authorise a just retribution; and even disdained 
board of officers appointed to investigate the facts, to place the destruction of Newark to retaliatory 
after stating the evidence, reported ‘an unbiassed jaccount, for the general pillage and conflagration 
opinion, that che charge against the American troops which had been previously perpetrated. It was not 
Was unsupported; and that the character of the Ame-| without astonishment, therefore, that after more 
rican soldiery for humanity and magnanimity, had than a year of patient suffering, they heard it an- 
not been committed, but on the contrary confirm- nounced in August, 1814, that the towns and dis- 
ed.”+ The result of this enquiry was communicated |tricts upon their coast, were to be destroyed and 
to the British general; reparation was demanded; but laid waste, in revenge for the unspecified and un- 
it Was soon perceived, that whatever might person-/known acts of destructian, which were charged 
ally be the liberal dispositions of that officer, no ade- against the American troops in Upper Canada. The 
quate reparation could be made, as the conduct of | letter of admiral Cochrane was dated on the 18th, but 
his troops was directed and sanctioned by his go-jit was not received until the 31st of August, 1814. 
vernment.§ lin the intermediate time, the enemy debarked a 

During the pericd of these transactions, the vil- |body of about five or six thousand troops at Bene- 
lage of Lewisiown, near the capes of the Delaware, ‘dict, on the Patuxent, and by a sudden and steady 
inhabited chiefly by fishermen and pilots, and the |march through Bladensburg, approached the city of 
village of Stonington, seated upon the shores of} Washington. This city has been selected for the seat 
Connecticut, were unsuccessfully bombarded. Arm- jaf the American government; but the number of its 
ed parties, led by officers of rank, landed daily from ‘houses does not exceed nine hundred, spread over 
the British squadron, making predatory incursions .an extensive scite; the whole number of its inhabi- 

— —_-—-____ | tants does not exceed eight thousand; and the adja- 





“See the letters from general Taylor to admiral cent country is thinly populated. Although the ne- 
Warren, dated the 29th of June, 1813; to general sir |cessary precautions had been ordered, to assemble 
Sidney Beckwith, dated the 4th and 4th of July, the militia, for the defence of the city, a variety 
1813; to the secretary of war, dated the 2d of July, of causes combined to render the defence unsuccess- 
1513; and to captain Myers, of the last date. ‘ful; and the enemy took possession of Washington 

See, also, the letter from major Crutchfield, to lon the evening of the 24th of August, 1814. The 
Fovegnor Barbour, dated the 20th of June, 1813; the |commanders of the British force held at that time 
letters from capt. Cooper to lieutenant governor | admiral Cochrane’s desolating order, although it was 
Mallory, dated in July, 1813; the report of Messrs. | then unknown to the government and people of the 
Griffin and Lively, to major Crutchfield, dated the | United States; but conscious of the danger of so 
4th of July, 1813; and col. Parker’s publication in idistant a separation from the British fleet, and desi- 
the Enquirer. irous, by every plausible artifice, to deter the citi- 

{See admiral Warren’s letter to gen. Taylor, dated | zens from flying to arms against the invaders, they 
the 29th of June, 1813; sir Sidney Beckwith’s let-| disavowed all design of injuring private persons and 
ter to general Taylor, cated the same day; and the |property, and gave assurances of protection, where- 
report of captain Myers to general Taylor, of July | ver there was submission. General Ross and admiral 
ed, 1813. ‘Cockburn then proceeded in person to direct and 

‘See the report of the proceedings of the board of superintend the business of conflagration’; in a 
officers, appointed by the general order, of the Ist | place, which had yielded to their arms, which was 
of July, 1813. 'unfortified, and by which no hostility was threa- 


See general Taylor’s letter to sir Sidney Beck- tene]. They set fire to the capitol, within whose 
with, dated the 5th of July, 1813; and the answer of walls were contained the halls of ihe congress of the 
| United States, the hall of their highest tribunal toy 


the following day, 
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the administration of justice, the archives of the, for civil uses, destroyed by the authority of the mi. 
legislature, and the national library. They set fire |litary or naval commander; and the destruction of 
to the edifice, which the United States had erected | sucli edifices, by any part of their force, would have, 
for the residence of their chief magistrate. And they | been a direct violation of the positive orders which 
set fire to the costly and extensive building, erected | they had issued. On both occasions, indeed, the pub. 
for the accommodation of the principal officers of) lic stores of the enemy were authorised to be seized, 
the government, in the transaction of the public}and his public store-houses to be burnt; but it is 
business. These magnificent monuments of the pro-| known that private persons, houses, and property, 
gress of the arts, which America had borrowed from | were left uninjured. If, therefore, sir George Prevost 
her parent Europe, with all the testimonials of taste;deems such acts inflicted on “the seat of govern. 
and literature which they contained, were, on the|ment in Upper Canada” similar to the acts which 
‘memorable night of the 14th of August, consigned | were perpetrated at Washington, he has yet to per. 
to the flames, while British officers of high rank) form the task of tracing the features of similarity, 
and command, united with their troops in riotous/since, at Washington the public edifices which had 
carousal, by the light of the burning pile. been erected for civil uses, were alone destroyed, 
But the character of the incendiary had so entirely; while the munitions of war, and the foundaries of 
superceded the character qf the soldier on this un-|cannon, remained untouched. 
paralleled expedition, that a great portion of the| If, however, it be meant to affirm, that the pub. 
munitions of war, which had not been consumed, |lic edifices, occupied by the legislature, by the chief 
when the navy-yard was ordered to be destroyed/magistrate, by the courts of justice, and by the ci. 
upon the approach of the British troops, were left|vil functionaries of the province of Upper Canady, 
untouched; and an extensive foundery of cannon, /with the provincial library, were destroyed by the 
adjoining the city of Washington, was left uninjured;|! American force, it is an occurrence which has never 
when, in the night of the 25th of August, the army) been before presented to the view of the American 
suddenly decamped, and returning, with evident} government by its own officers, as a matter of in. 
marks of precipitation and alarm, to their ships, left] formation; nor by any of the military or civil autho: 
the interment of their dead, andthe care of their! rities of Canada, as matters of complaint; it is en 
wounded, to the enemy; whom they had thus injured | occurrence which no American commander had in 
and insulted, in violation of the laws of civilized war.| any degree authorised or approved; and it is an oc- 
The counterpart of tlre scene exhibited by the!currence which the Americon government would 
British army, was next exhibited by the British have censured and repsires with equal promptitude 
navy. Soon after the midnight flight of general Ross} and liberality. 
from Washington, a squadron of British ships of! Buta tale told thus out of date, for a special pur- 
war ascended the Potomac, and reached the town of| pose, cannot command the confidence of the intel- 
Alexandria on the 27:h of August, 1814. The magis-}ligent and the candid auditor; for, even if the fact 
trates, presuming that the general destruction of the/|of conflagration be true, suspicion must attend the 
town was intended, asked on what terms it might) cause for so lone a concealment, with motives so 
be saved. The naval commander declared, “that the strong for an immediate disclosure. When sir George 
only conditions in his power to offer, were such as Prevost, in February, 1814, acknowledged, that the 
not only requ ved a surrender of all naval and ord- | measure of retaliation was full and complete, for all 
nance stores, (public and private,) but of all the) the preceding misconduct imputed to the American 
shipping; and of all merchandise in she city, as well) troops, was he not apprised of every fact, which had 
as such as had been removed, since the 19th of! occurred at York, the capital of Upper Canada, in 
August.” ‘fhe conditions, therefore, amounted to! the months of April and August, 1813? Yet, nei 
the entire plunder of Alexandria, an unfortified and ther then, nor at any antecedent period, nor until 
unresisting town, in order to save the buildings from| the 24th January, 1815, was the slightest intimation 
destruction. The capitulation was made; and the) given of the retaliatory pretext, which is now ol- 
enemy bore away the fruits of his predatory enter- fered. When the admirals Warren and Cochrane 
prise, in triumph. | were employed in pillaging and burning the villages 
But even while this narrative is passing from the! on the shores of the Ches apeake, were not all the 
press, a new retaliatory pretext has been formed, to/ retaliatory pretexts for the barbarous warfare known 
cover the disgrace of the scene, which was trans-|to those commanders? And yet, “the fate inflicted 
ucied at Washington. In the address of the governor} by an American force on the seat of government in 
in chief to the provincial parliament of Canada, on| Upper Canada,” was eever suggested in justifica- 
the 24th of January, 1815, it is asserted, in ambi-| tion, or excuse; and, finally, when the expedient was 
ruous language, “that, as a just retribution, the) formed, in August, 1814, for the destruciion of the 
proud capitol at Washington, has experienced a si-| public edifices at Washington, was not the “similar 
milar fate to that inflicted by an American force on! fate which had been inflicted by an Americen force 
the seat of government in Upper Canada.” The town) on the seat of government in Upper Canada,” known 
of York, in Upper Canada, was taken by the Ame-|to admiral Cochrane, as well as to sir George Pre- 
rican army under the command of general Dearborn, | vost, who called upon the admiral (it is alleged) to 
on the 27th of April, 1813;* and it was evacuated on carry into effect, measures of retaliation, against the 
the succeeding Ist of May; although it was again) inhabitants of the United States?—And yet, both the 
visited for a day, by an American squadron, under! call, and the compliance, are founded (not upon the 
the command of commodore Chauncey, on the 4th of | destruction of the public edifices at York, but) upon 
August.¢ At the time of the capture, the enemy on} the wanton destruction committed by the American 
his retreat set fire to his magazine, and the injury | army in Upper Canada, pon the inhabitants of the 
produced by the explosion was great and extensive; | province, for whom alone reparation was demanded. 
but neither then or on the visit of contmodore|} An obscurity, then, dwells upon the fact alleged 
Shauncey, was any edifice, which had been erected |by sir George Prevost, which has not been dissipated 
by enquiry. Whether any public edifice was im- 








*See the letters from general Dearborn to the se-| properly destroyed at York, or at what period the 
retary of war, diated the 27th and 28th of April, 1813. injury was done, if done at all, and by what hand it 
{See the letter from commodore Chauncey to the| was inflicted, are points that ought to have bee 
secretary of the navy, dated the 4th of Aug. 1813. stated, when the charge was made; surely it is 
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on the part of the American government to 
the fact alleged was never before brought 
ledge, for investigation, disavowal, or re- 
paration. The silence of the military and civil offi- 
cers of the provincial government of Canada, indi- 
cates, too, 2 sense of shame, or conviction of the in- 


enough, 
vepeat, that 
to its know 


peace is at the choice of Great Britain; but if she 
still determine upon war, the United States, repos- 
ing upon the jusmess of their cause; upon the pa- 
triotism of their citizens; upon the distinguished 
valor of their land and naval forces; and, above alk, 
upon the dispensations of a beneficent Providence ; 
are ready to maintain the contest, for the preserva- 


justice of the present reproach. It is known, that 
there could have been no other public edifice for 
civil uses destroyed in Upper Canada, than the 
house of the provincial legislature, a building of so 
little cost and ornament, as hardly to merit conside- 
ration; and certainly ‘ffording neither parallel nor 
apology, for the conflagration of the splendid struc- 
tures, which adorned the metropolis of the United 
States. 

If, however, that house was indeed destroyed, 
may it not have been an accidental consequence of 
the confusion, in which the explosion of the maga- 
zine involved the town? Or, perhaps it was hastily 
perpetrated by some of the enraged troops in the) 
moment of anguish, for the loss of a beloved com- 
mander, and their companions, who had been killed 
by that explosion, kindled as it was by a defeated 


tion of the national independence, with the same 
energy and fortitude, which were displayed in ac-’ 
qturing it. 

Washington, February 10, 1815, 





e + : ys 
Legislature of New-York. 
Mr. Edwards report on the amendments of the consti- 
tution, proposed by Mussachusetts and Connecticut. 
fhe joint committee of the senate and assembly, 
to whom was referred the resolutions of the states of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, proposing certain 
amendments to the constitution of the United States, 
respectfully report— 
— in the opinion of: your committee, in order 
correctly to estimate the respect due t 
| ay re to the reso- 
enemy, for the sanguinary and unavailing purpose: | latiens referred to them, it meycresbeac to recur to 
Or, in fine, some suffering individual, remembering’; the sour ; ; - , 
; g int lal, embering’| the source from whence they sprang; a} 
the slaughter of his brethren at the river Raisin, and) and circumstances in whi aee ani cst! gig 
exasperated by the spectacle of a human scalp, sus-| committee, therefore, b ai 
rr be ee ; ec % , therefore, beg leave tu submit the follow- 
pended in the legislative chamber, Over tne seat of| ing statement of facts. 
the speaker, may, in the paroxysm of his vengeance,|_ That in the month of October last past, the fol 
} ¢ t yeerl : ra . ! ry ae = : 4 — 3 7 
have applied, unauthorised und unseen, the torch of} lowing resolution passed the legislature of the state 
vengeance and destruction. |of Massachusetts, viz. *esolved, That ersons 

Many other flagrant instances of British violence, | be appointed : lel wy fanad Geshe 

2 ! »|9e appointea as delegates from this legislature, to 
pillage, and conflagration, in defiance of the laws|meet and confer with the delegates from the states 
of civilized hostilities, might be added to the cata- | of New England, or any of the © as a net re 
logue, which has been exhibited; the enumeration | thei blic etl, gel yea sma? oe a 
os ev oe iatbdous jee cs aie ae it } re “4 public ar wine and concerns, and upor the 

rule S, é it is time tc se so best means of preserving our resources * de- 
painful an exposition of the causes and character of | fence against the en co d ME ei “ mas 
the war. The exposition had become necessary to/ for adopti ) eee er 
bo all per cog a lire ; Pn wid f or adoption by those eastern states such measures as 
. e ar a ? . ane 347 maw ‘ ial - : 
whea, by his declaration sb Pues 1813 sg fa if mir Shae eel eee. 

v wily . NS é ary J = i -|S ~s ] L, 4 ¢ +} » - > . > © 
justly states the United States to be the ageressors | vention of del wey peri Leora te 
in the war; and insultingly ascribes the cond: t of | o2 te delegates, from all the United States, in 
a tiv fs ns ” om aie uc pr je er to revise the constitution thereof, and more 
French calagticn It was, al 9) véiadaas pret prigeep I bee se es ep i” oN 
i is. as, als SSé O Vindi-e;a 1c Neon , iain 2 . : 
cate the course of the United States, in the prose- | jeipcaseiniion ” eae ae eens 
cution of the war; and to expose tothe view of the} That in the morth of December following, 2 con- 
world the system of hostilities, which the British] vention met at Hartford, in pursuance of cate reso 

Tay 2 . a : M4 ° : ‘“ } ” ? 
Neale 90 has pursued. Having accomplished | Iution, consisting of delegates appointed b¢ the states 
these purposes, the / ‘i rer nt recurs, | of M: te. Rhoda’ ® ; 

, pu poe » th Amer ican government recurs, of Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut 
with pleasure, to a contemplation of its early and/and also of one person from the state of Vermo "y 
continued efforts, for the restoration of peace. Not-\and two from the vinte of ewan chia ieee 
Haeagoe 3.8 the pressure of the recent wrongs, and | they made a report of the result of their este ioe 
the unfriendly and illiberal dispositi thich Great! which w: apr : P 
Brite? y LLL De Sposition, which Great! which was approved by the legislatures of Massa- 

ritain has, at all times, manifested towards them,!chusetts and Connecticut. This report, vour con 
the United States have never indulged sentiments | mittee feel themselves ti ae Ai - declare “ 
incompatibie with the reciprocity of good will, and| fraught with charges of the most abusive seme, 
an intercours f ana Vere e in ." . ;=. ss « Ve & * 
. se 0 mutual benefit and acvantage.—| against the administration of the general govern- 

ley Can never repine, at seeing the British nation| ment; and breathes throughout a spirit hostile to 
ire i goes Di happy; safe po maritime | the constitution of the United States. It contains, 
s; and powerful in its means aintaining | ! ier things. : : 

a’ P - neans 0 maintamimg | among other things, a recommendation to the states 
em; but, at the same time, they can never cease to| represented in the convention, to adopt suck 
mer that the councils of Great Britain should be | sures as might aficowsslipqeienect thete-eitinehe roi 

guided by justice, and ares : al rights ati a nM 

Of diac oe hae: p8 for the equal fame | oe operation of certain laws, which were then under 

é . ar Maritit ower m <tend | t siderati ite j 

£o alt tha ene er marilime power may extend | the consideration of congress; to unite in an earnest 
all the legitimate objects of her sovereignty, and! application to the government of the United States, 
ier Commerce, without endangering the indepen-| ak imre ; 
dence and peace of every ee eae _to make a surrender to them of a portion of the na- 
lance of power, in pe a wads , ent, A ba- = revenue; to organize the military force of 
Pit aT, pect, is as necessary on) those states, and hold in readiness to act in their 

—_ as on the land; and the control that it) own defence, or that of each other; manifestly foz 
fives to the nations of the wor ions |  peninttnw th ‘ad 
of auth ae, aa cota ae ae wl me pts the purpose of resisting the power of the xeneral 
individual government iiick Noor Seg +4 : er riewmg and finally, if they should be unsuc- 
movedahscte “ snowed price red = O ‘ gi ome ul in their application, and peace should not be 
bare eae we: ony ve just principles of/concluded, and their defence neglected, as they al- 

tual support and defence, it may be exercised.;leged it had t i : 
a fair, and equal, end hor rable tet hereto: hae. ctedib esate hyena, Att 5 tenia delegates to anothey 
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<to use their own language) ‘a crisis so momentous, state of Massachusetts, to revenge whose wrongg 
might require;” meaning thereby, in the opinion of| united America stood forth in arms and plunged 


your committee, to make a peace with the enemy, 


‘herself into a seven years war, that in the year 


and forcibly to separate themselves from the union.!eighteen hundred and fourteen, when the storm of 


From this convention, emanated the resolutions sub- 
mitted to the consideration of your committee. 

The enlightened patriots who formed the consti- 
tution of the United States, aware that confederated 
sovereignties are ever prone to factious combina- 
tions, wisely inserted a provision, “that no state 
should enter into any agreement or compact with 
another state.” Wet inutter violation of this most 
explicit declaration of the constitution, was this 
convention called, these delegates appointed, and 
their proceedings approved by the states of Mussa- 
chusetts and Gunnecticut. 

At the time this convertion was called, the Unated 
States was engaged in a war with one of the most 
formidable nations on earth. Having terminated hos- 
tilities with every other nation, she was bending the 
whole of her mighty power against our devoted 
country. Flushed with victory, her minions vaunt- 
ingly boasted, that they would drive our chief magis- 
trate from his station, and bring America a misgra- 
ble suppliant at the foot of the British throne. Al- 
ready had that government demanded, before she 
would consent to peace with America, that we should 
surrender a large portion of our territory. Upon 
this greatemergency, this honorable legislature was 
assembled ; not for the perpose of alienating the 
good people of this state from their attachment to 
the constitution of their country; not far the pur- 


pose of forming (reasonable combinations ; not for 
the purpose of inflicting penalties upon those who, 
might recruit men to defend their country, in pur-| 


suance 6f the laws of the United States; not jor 
the purpose of pursuing a course of measures which 
would encourage the enemy to persevere in the war ; 
not for the purpose of averting his wrath by aban- 
doning the standard of our country. No, far differ- 
ent were the motives which actuated this honorable 
lerislature. They met for the purpose of defending 
the liberties which were won by the valor of their 
fathers; and of preserving inviolate their native 
soil. No lust of power, no long and deep rooted 
attachment to the enemy of their country, could for 


true spirit of the heroes of ’76, they unanimously 
resolved, “that they viewed with mingled emotions 
of surprise and indignation, the extravagant and 
disgraceful terms proposed by the British commis- 
sioners at Ghent; and that however ardently they 
might desire the restoration of peace te their coun- 
try, they could never consent to receive it at the sa- 
crifice of national honor and dignity.’ They also 
strongly recommended to the national legislature 
the adoption of the most vigorous and efficacious 
measures, in the prosecution of the war, as the best 
means of bringing it to an honorable termination, 
and of transmitting, unimpaired, to their posterity, 
their rights, liberty and independence. 

With a resolution becoming men who have hearts 
to feel far the injuries of their country, and spirit 
to resent them, they offered to place twelve thou- 
sand of their fellow citizens at the disposal of the 
general government, and directed the raising of four 
thousand state troops. At this time twenty-five 
thousand of the militia were in the field. 
such a time, when but one heart should have beaten 
in the breast of the American people, and every arm 
should have been nerved in the defence of their 
country, was this convention called, and their pro- 
ceedings approved by two of our sister states. 

Far, very far must it have been from the minds of 
the people of this country, in the year ’76, that the 


Ip the! 


Yet at. 


| war assailed our coast, and howled upon our west- 
‘ern frontier—that she would have withheld her 
strength, and would have shrunk from the eontest. 
_ Hew different, under the same circumstances, has 
‘been the conduct of the good people of this state. 
On them, perhaps, more than on any other state, has 
‘rested the burthen of the war. Our expences have 
‘been great, the suffering of our citizens severe ; but 
their spirits rose with the pressure of the times, and 
‘manifested a fortitude in suffzring, and a heroism 
in danger, which must have satisfied the enemy that 
their sirength was alone sutficient for the protection 
of their liberties and soil. They did not employ 
their time in discouraging enlistments, destroying 
the national credit, and in stunning the ears of the 
‘nation with a clamor for defence, when not a single 
‘man had been killed in their state: Nor did they 
‘surrender, without a struggle, a part of their terri- 
tory, for the purpose of enjoying a profitable trade 
with theenemy: They did not purciiase protection, 
‘by doing their utmost to paralyse the arm of the na- 
‘tional government ; nor was the enemy induced, by 
the pusillanimity of their conduct, to make a dis- 
crimination in their favor in his blotkades. No, the 
‘valor of our militia on the Niagara frontier, and at 
| Plattsburg, had inflicted marks of American ven- 
‘geance upon him which were but little calculated to 
|conciliate his favor. 
, But however different may have been the conduct 
ofsome of the Eastern states, your committee can- 
not but indulge ahope, that there is among their 
‘citizens a redeeming spirit, which will soon mduce 
‘them to withdraw their confidence from men who 
‘have betrayed them into so unpatriotic a course; that 
those states which in time of peace gather the rich- 
ost fruits from the Union, will not hereafter, in time 
of war, refuse to share the burthens of their county, 
and take advantage of its distresses in order to over- 
throw its government, 
in the amendments proposed to the constitution, 
your committee can discover nothing inconsistent 
. with the late conduct of the states by whom they 
are recommended.—The efiect of them, if adopted 
would be to create dissentions among the different 
‘members of the union, to enfeeble the national go- 
vernment, and to tempt all nations to encroach upon 
our rights. Your committee forbear to enter intoa 
particular examination of the merits of these amend- 
menis, but they cannot but remark, that if the fifth, 
which requires the concurrence of two-thirds of both 
houses of congress to dodiade war, were adopted, no 
nation would ever fear our power. Recent experi- 
ence has gjven us but too much reason to apprehend, 
that a portion of the people in the eastern section of 
the union are lost to a due sense of national honor. 
‘These combined with others, might put it out of the 
power of government to declare war, even if an in- 
‘solent foe should plunder our commerce and kidnap 
our citizens. Your committee would further re- 
mark, that although an amendment is proposed, de- 
priving certain states of a portion of their represen- 
tation, in consideration of holding slaves, upon the 
ground that it is unequal in its operation; yet nothing 
is suggested in favor of equalizing the representa- 
tion in the senate, in which the states of Connecticut 
‘and Rhode Island are each equally represented with 
this state, which contains four times as many as the 
former, and fourteen times as many as the latter. 
Upona considerate view of the whole subject, 
your committee are of opinion, that as it becomes 
this honorable legislature, in the words of the fathe! 
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of his country, to “frown indignantly upon the first 
dawning of every attempt to alicnate any portion of 
our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred 
ties which now link together the various parts, that 
st would be proper to adopt the following resolutron: 

Resolved, That the seven several propositions of 
amendment to the constitution of the United States, 
in the words following, viz. [Here the resolutions are 
inserted] Be and the same are hereby rejected : and 
that his excellency the governor be requested to 
communicate information thereof, to the executive of 
the several states of the general government 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

By order of the committee, 
OGDEN EDWARDS, Chairman. 





QYar Qvents: 


INCIDENTAL TO THE LATE WAR. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paom Monitr—/vtract of a letter from an offecr in 
the Georgia troops, commanded by gen. John M' In- 
(os, to a gentleman in Savannah, dated, 

Mosite, 27th Feb. 1815. 

“We arrived here on the 18th inst. and were mo- 
mently expecting an attack from the enemy, until 
the morning of the 22nd; when a flag-boat was sent 
from the fleet to get some prisoners exchanged, and 
brought a copy of a letter from lord Buthurst to the 
lord mayor of London, informing him of a treaty 
having been sent from our joint ministers at Ghent 
for ratification. The major charged with the flag 

(Todd) brought also a verbal communication to 

gen. M{‘Intosh from gen. Lambert, commanding on 

this station, saying that all offensive operations on 
their part shouid cease until the pleasure of their 
goverument should be known. ‘Things, therefore, 
remain for the present in statu quo, only that our 
preparations for their reception have not been re- 
laxed:—We are all anxiety to know the result, and, 
no doubt a few days will relieve us. 

here is stated by a captain of this town, who was a 

prisoner and brought up in the flag, to be at least 

ten thousand, and he further states, that they were 

manning their barges for an assault on this town 

when the news of the treaty reached them.” 
3RITISH 

Lon ion papers, (says the Vewport (R. 1.) Mercury) 

received by the prize Adeona, contains a lengthy 

debate in the house of lords, on ihe 14th November, 
on a motion of the marquis of Buckingham, for the 
production of the minutes and sentence ef the court 
martial on captain Barelay, for the loss of the fleet 
on lake Erie. In the course of the debate, the most 
gross mistatements were made by several ‘‘nodle 
lords,” respecting the force of commodore Perry’s 
squadron which, in fact, was less in number of guns 
and men, than the British. The marquis of Buck- 
mngham, however, outstriped them all. He stated, 
that, “the nerican fotilla was DOUBLE in num- 





OR, THINGS 


The force off 


PAKLIAMENT,—“Our November file of! 


boveeey force was disengaged, seemed extraordinary. 
That in the course of the war, with but few excep- 
tions, victory should have been on the enemy’s side 
in the actions of vessels of the same class, was also: 
extraordinary; so much so, that he should feel him- 
self obliged to call their lordships’ attention to the 
facts early in the session. On the whole view of the 
state of thecountry, he found no cause for congra-, 
tulation. He did not overlook the success which 
had partially attended our land operations; hut it 
was a matter of doubt with him, whether those 
were not overmatched by the national indignation at 
the burning’ of property [at Washington] not con- 
nected with national uses.” 

In reply to lord Darnley, lord Melviile (the first 
lord of the admiralty) made the following most ex- 
traordinary statement, which every one must know 
to be a gross exaggeration of British captures. 
Lord Melville said, “that he presumed it was the 
noble lord’s intention to state that the naval adminis- 
tration was deficient in the reputation which had 
hitherto belonged to the sea forces of England. Let 
it he remembered, that where the enemy sent no 
fleets to sea there could be no great naval victories: 
but with the numerous seamen of the enemy, her 
multitude of privateers, ber natural means of an- 
noyance to a trade which spread over the world, the 
question of success, or discomfiture, was to be de- 
cided by looking at the protection afforded to that 
, trade in the presence of the host of enemies. Some- 
‘thing might be guessed of this from the fact, that 
between captures at home and our colonies, we had 
within a few hundreds of twenty thousand American 
seamen prisoners'/—This was not like inactivity. We 
had also captured from them more than tzoo hundred 
ships of war and armed vessels ! /—He would add a 
|few little factsof that nature. The list was thérty- 
eight ships of war from the greatest force downwards, 
and one hundred and ninety nine armed vessels, captur- 
ed abroad, in different parts of the world, he wouid 
jnot rate the entire number at less than nineteen hun- 
dred!” 
| (Really, to offer comments on this is to insult the 
‘understanding of our readers. The famous Baron 
| Manchausen is lately deceased, and lord Melville is 
lemulous of Ais reputation and character. } 





{ 





INTERCEPTED LETTERs.—From the Baltimore Pa- 
triot— Messrs. Editors, | hand you for publication ex + 
‘tracts from several letters,* written by British offi- 
‘cers on our southern coast, to their friends employ - 
ed in the late expedition against New-Orleans. {If 
any further testimonials were necessary, in addition 
‘to those which the late war exhibited, of the Inst 
of plunder which has so pre-eminently marked the 
British officers, these extracts affords them. It is 
by no means my intention to condemn the acquisition 
iby an enemy of such property, as, in the prosecution 
of an honorable warfare, the usage of nations assigns 
to him; or that he may not receive, in his march to 
‘great deeds, an impulse from the sentiment, that 


ber of ships and guns, and in number and quality of these deeds are to be rewarded by the wealth they 


seamen?! / J 


‘acquire; but I mean to express the strongest indig- 


“The same file also contains an interesting debate /nation against that predatory system, which has been 





in the house of lords, on the 8th of November on | pursued by our late enemy, and which ‘inevitably 
the address to the prince regent. Lord Darnley said, /involved a violation of ali those feelings a magnani- 
“that when he found Britain deriving from the bril |mous enemy will always hold sacred. Fmpelled by 
liant results of the continental war, none of the ad- ithe principle which these extracts exhibit, we seé, 
vantages of peace, a large army kept up in Flan-|in the train of all their invasions, plunderings, burr- 
ders, her affairs at congress still unsettlec, and above jings, rapes, massacres, ransackings and other equal- 
all her efforts insulted and repeiled on the other side |1s atrocious enormities, such as have not been prac- 
of the Atlantic, he could not avoid expressing his|tised sinée the days ot Gothic barbarity. Perhaps, 
dissatisfaction. To one-part of our policy, the na- 
val, he had the last year adverted.—That while our| *These letters were found on board the St. Law- 
military reputation was raised to its highest pitch, jrence, at the time of her Surrender to the Chasseur 
sur naval should lave gunk, and ata time when its privatecr. 
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it may be said, a peace having now occurred between 
us, we ought to throw a veil over their enormities, 
and seduously endeavor to strengthen the bands of 
amity, by the kindest offices of charity and good 
correspondence. Ht the British officers were of that 
refined and exalted character which disdains to be 
behind hand in the race of good deeds, none would 
yield more cheerfirlly to this sentiment than myself ; 
but, since the magnanimous examples furnished by 
our officers, during the late war, have, in no de- 
gree, improved their morals, it is due to justice, to 
hold them up to the indignation and contempt of the 
world. A READER. 
From colonel Malcoim to rear admiral Malcolm, Cum- 
berland Istund, 5th February, 18153. 

“T received your Jetter of the 5th ult.; it is writ- 
ten before your last attack on the place, but } most 
sincerely hope you will uliimately succeed. From 
ail accounts New Orleans is very strong—the enemy 
will have gained a great confidence in themselves 
from their success. 
be in England shoutd'you fail—the chance of failure 
has not been calculated on, and from the force em- 
ployed, it has been made too sure at first. I have no 
opinion of either the Indians or black new raised 
‘eorps ; the fwmer in this country carry on a most 
furious war ; murder and desolation mark their track 
—there is no hope but flying, or resistance to the 
last moment of life; this is what every one says of 
the Florida Indians ; of course the inhabitants of all 
descriptions would fear to come near you. There is 
a report here that neither the 21st or 44th regiments 


concluded with his country, but of which T should 
think you will receive earlier intelligence direce 
from England. We are in daily expectation of 
flag of truce to inform us of Mr. Madison’s davin 
ratified the treaty, on his doing which, hostitities 
will immediately cease. I confess myself by no 
means sorry for this event. I think we have had 
quite enough of war for some years to come, although 
should have wished we had made the Yankees more 
sens:ble of our power and ability to punisi: them, 
should they again provoke us. 4s it is, except the 
injury done to their trade, we have but little to boast of. 
We are all very much grieved to learn the disasters 
in your quaftter. Our joss seems to have been im. 
mense ; and from the reports we pick up, one is led 
to believe there was not much prospect of success 2 
the commenc-ment of the attack. We are most par- 
ticularly u.iortunate in our general officers on all 
occasions. I am afraid general Power and the regi- 
ent with him, will not be with you in time to ren. 


What a disappointment it will| der any service. He was at Bermuda on the 24th ult. 


at which period the Statira had not arrived. 

] came here six weeks ago, and found St. Mury’s 
had been taken two days before my «rrival, w!ich, 
of course, cuts me out of what has been cupiured. 
Barrie command the party landed; old Somerville 
was senior officer, the admiral having only arrived 
the day before me, in consequence of being blown 
off the coast by strong N. W. gales on his way from 
the Chesapeake. It was at first supposed, as is usual 
on all these occasions, that a great deal of money 
would be made; but if they clear thirty thousand 





behaved well, but as areport Ltreatit. Eshould be 

sorry to hear two British regiments slurred in an at- 

tack.”’+ 

Prom colonel AZalcolm to rear admiral Malcolm, Cum- 

berland Island, 1ith Febritary, 1515. 

“J hope we may hear from i ou in a short time, and 
ef your success against the place you are now betore| 
(New-Orleans)—Jt will repay the troops for all their 
trouble und fatigues! 1 donot expect, either war or 
peace, that we will move from this islaid this win- 
ter; if the war goes on a garrison must be left here 
in charge of the island.” 

From sir Thomas Cochrane, ef the Surprize frigate, 
to captain Pigot, off New-Orleans, dated Cumber- 
land Island, February 12, 1815. 

“I came here just two days too late to share in 
the good things going on. Old-Somerville was se- 
nior, and ordered the attack on St. Mary’s, which 
Barrie executed. ‘The prize-money will be about 
thirty thousand pounds, not more. Tad our force 
been sufficient, the next movement would have b_ en 


‘against Savannah, but not musiering above a thou- 


sand bayonets, we were content to keep possession 
of this island, which we are placing in state of de- 
fence. Our operations will, I suppose, be shortly 
putastop to by our friend Jemmy Madison, as peace 
or war now depends on him—the commissioners at 

‘Ghent baving signed, and the prince regent ratified, 

‘the terms of a peace, and hostiltties will cease as 

soon as he does the same. We hope, in the mean 

time, better luck will attend you at New Orleans 
than has hitherto done, and that you will have time 
to vive general Jackson a trimmimg.” 

Brom Sir Thomas Cochrane to Sir Thomas Troubridge, 
off New Orleans, Nv End, Cumberland fsland, 
Feoruary 12, 1815. 

** J hope this will reach head quarters in time for 
the St. Lawrence, who sails immediately for your 
part of the world with the news of peace being 











fla this letter of the colonel’s there was a lamen- 
tation expressed that his share of the prize-money, 
ai St. Mary’s, did not exceed jive hunalrgd pounds /} 


pounds, it will be as much as they wiil do.” 

From admiral Cockburn, to captain Evans, dated, 
head quarters, Cumberland isiand, 11th Februar , 
1815. 

“No general, however, as you now know !1as come 
here; you have had them all your way, °nd though 
[ have learnt by a few hasty lines the unfortmate 
result of your first endeavors against New Orleans, 
yet excepting as far as relates to the poor generals 
and to the gross numbers you lost I know no particu- 
lars, not even which of my many friends amongst 
you are dead or alive, or which have broken bones 
or whole skins. J trust, however, it will prove that 
you are amongst the latter, and Lhope you will wher 
at teisure favor me with a detailed account of all 
that has passed in your neighborhood. | 

We have been more fortunate here ix ovr small 
way. We have taken St. Mary’s a tolerably rici 
place, and with little loss have managed to+io much 
damage to the enemy and we are now in tolerable 
security upon a large fertile island in Georgia, 
though an ugly account of peuce being signed (tie 
particulars of which I have sent to sir admiral 
Cochrane) seems to promise a speedy dismissal to 
us from this coast.” 

From Mr. Swainson, to lieut. Douglass, of H. M. 

brig Sophie, off New-Orleans, 9th Feb. 1815. 

“We had some fine fun at St. Mary’s; the bombs 
were at the town and had plenty of plunder. How 
are you off for tables, and chests of drawers, €%c.? 
From J. Galion, to J. 0’ Reily, esq.on board H. 8. shifr 

Tonnant, off New-Orleans, Cumberland islaid, 9th 

Feb. 1815. 

“We have had fine fun since I saw you, what with 
the Rappahannock and various other places, we have 
contrived to pick up a few trifling things such as mii 
hogany tables, chests of drawers, &c. 

From John Miller to Mr. Thomas Miller, 75 Old Gra- 
vel Lfine, St. George's, East Lontdon. H. A. s/up 


Juacedemonian, off land, February 12th, 1815. 

‘* We have lately been employed with the squad: 
ron under admiral Cockburn, and have taken Cun: 
berland Island, and the town of St. Mary’s from the 
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Yankees. Our troops and sailors, behaved very well, 

art of the black regiment employed on this service 
acted with great gallantry. Blacky had no idea of 
giving quarters ; and it was with difficulty the offi- 
cers prevented their putting the prisoners to rane 
The Yankee riflemen fired at our men in ambush. 
Blacky, on the impulse of the moment, left the 
ranks and pursued them into the woods, fighting 
like heroes. A poor Yankee, disarmed, begged for 
mercy. Blacky replied, “hg no come in bush for mer- 
cy,” and immediately shot him dead! ! 

From JR. Glover to captain Westful, of the Anacon- 
da. Head-quarters, Cumberland Island, 1st Febru- 
ary, 1815. 

“ We have established our head quarsters here, 
after ransacking St. Mavy’s, from which we brought 
property to the amount of fifty thousand pounds, and 
had we two thousand troops, we might yet collect 
a vood harvest before peace takes place. My fore- 
bodmess will not allow me to anticipate either honor 
or profit to the expedition, of which you form 4 part, 
and I much fear the contrary, yet most fervently do 
Ihope my forebodings may prove groundless. The 
admiral (Cockburn) is as active as ever, and success | 
in zeneral attends his undertakings.” 

Fyom captain Napier of the Eurys!us frigate, to cap- 
tain Gordon, of the Sea-lorse. Off Cape SLlenry, 
January 24th, 1815. ® 
« ifere Lam in Lynhaven bay, the clippers sailing 

every day, and losing them for want of fast sailers. 

All our prizes are well disposed of. I have had a 

good deal to do with them, and not many thanks as 

you may suppose from the agents. [ have petitioned | 
the prince regent in behalt of the whole of us, for 

a good slice of prize money, and [hope to succeed. | 

You, I suppose, will not be displeased at it. Excuse | 


. ’ . . _* | 
this hasty scrawl, Lam in ad—d bad humor, having | 
just returned from an unsuccessfal chase.” | 

TurixsamMous Cockrpurn—From the documents | 


and facts inserted above, it appears that this great 
ban dit and his gang of thieves “held out to the end”’ 
in deeds of deepest rascality. He is a cowardly 
kaave—never his he exposed himself to danger since 
the war. Like a great tall bully, the hero a brothel,he 
has vlustered and swore most Instily, and sometimes 
ed willing to fight. Would thatthe least of the 


grest spirits of our navy had come athwart this 


a, 7 
(h)3) Ei? 


Price, midshipman of the President. Mr. P. did 
not hesitate to accept the challenge, and met him 
at the tame and place appointed; but Mr. W. had 
very prudently taken the precaution to have a con- 
stable there in time to prevent the effusion of blood. 
Both of them were botind to keep the peace. Thus 
the affair ended. 

The evening after commodore Decatur’s official 
account of the capture of the President was pub- 
lished in the Bermuda Gazette with the editors re- 


marks on it, this same hero, Mr. W. was on the pub-. 


lic square at St. George’s exclaiming loudly against 
commodore Decatur, saying he wasad d rascad 
aud a liar. Mr. Randolph (midshipman of the Pre. 
silent) who was passing him at that time, asked him 
what he said? He repeated his assertions. Mr. R. 
told him he was great scoundrel, and had been prov- 
ed a coward, and if he were not an invalid he would. 
chastise him for such impertinent falsehoods. He 
said he was notan invalid, and immediately put him- 
self ina menacing posture. Just at this time, Mr. 
Ward, editor of the Bermuda Royal Gazette and a 





|justice of the peace, came up, and told Mr. R. not 


to strike that gentleman. Mr. R. asked him who 
he was? Hereplied, his namewas Ward. The edi- 
tor of the Gazette? said Mr. R. Ves, was the an- 
swer. “You are the man I want to see,” said Mr. R. 
‘‘and [shall take the liberty to cane you, for those 
palpable falsehoods published in your last paper;” 
and accordingly gave him what he deserved. Ile 
then returned home to his lodgings. Mr. W. mace 
off, and returned soon after with a guard of soldiers . 
Mr. Rt. not being found, he ordered the guard to 
take to the guard house another midshipman and 








two Philadelphia captains who happened to be on 
the square, and said he was determined to take ups 
all the Americans he could find. The friends of 
those who were committed immediately went to 
their assistance, and gave the required security for 
their appearance the next morning, when they were 
honorably acquitted by the mayor, Mr. Ward paying 
costs! Mr. Randolph having previously obtained a 


|pass to come away, embarked on board the Abo ‘he’ 
imorning after the affair happened. 


Sal. Res. 
NAVAL. 
It is stated that all the seamen belonging to oire 
naval force on Champlain, a few excepted, are to be 


| 
J |. ; ; 
Vand ith an equal force ! ‘immediately transfered to the Independence, 74. 
Ws wilh high-minded Englishmen, and the en- | The British frigate Statira, having under charge 
ligt’ cd of all nations, think of the preceding | several transports, from Bermuda for the Wississippi, 


state nacnts ? He should be lashed naked through the 
world with whips of scorpions. 

From Bermvuoa—A gentleman recently arrived 
from Bermuda states—There were about 800 pri- 
soners at Bermuda. Commodore Evans had intorm- 
ed ligzut. Gallagher, late of the President, that the 
oficers would be permitted to return home by mak- 
ing aspecial application—but that no cartel with 
the men could be sent till the admiral arrived. 

The officers and crews of the Endymion and Po- 
mone were much at variance on ihe subject of the 
capture of the President; those of the former claim- 
ing the whole merit of the capture, and the latter 
denying it—and several disputes among the officers, 
and quarrels among the men, had taken place ashore. 

The same paper contains an address from the 
merchants of St. George’s to captain Hope, of the 
Endymion, on presenting to him a piece of plate as 
a reward for his gallantry in capturing the Presi- 
dent; with his answer. The address appears to as- 
cribe the merit of the capture to the Endymion 
alone. 

. About a month previous to capt. Osgood’s sailing 
from Bermuda, lreut.. Wright, of the royal navy, 
fitst insulted, and then chaltenged ta fight, Mr, 


| battles f 
son to believe either of these reports, we fear thac 
isome accident has befallen that interesting vessel—, 

(cP We have accounts of her to the latter end df 


isbruck ona shoal off Heneago, and went to pieces.’ 
‘Her crew were taken on board the transports 4nd 


| 


jarrived at Jamaica about the lst of March. 


| Late Jamaica papers furnish us with two reports 
about the /Fasp, sloop of war. One says, that she 
was captured by the Myrmidon, of 20 guns, another 
by the Castilian of 18—each said to be desperiite 
Though we Go not see any particular rez- 


| December, when she was at Magadore, Africa. 

The Constitution. A prize to the Constitution, a 
large ship from Bnenos Ayres, has arrived at New 
| York, 
‘laden with wine, &c. which she burnt. 
of the peace, but a letter from on board of her expres- 
ses a hope that within the time allowed she migit 
\catch a frigate. 


Lhe President. From the Worfolk Herald of Marc!x 
29. We are informed by a gentieman recently from 
Bersiuda, that the frigate Prestdent had been con- 
demned to the captors, and sold at public auction 


about the first of March. The gross amount “ot 
gates of the slip, togcwier W th hee equipmentss ar- 





She had made but one oher capture, a brig 
Had heard 




















































—— 


eg eee anes eee ee ee 


ae -. 


RRR ce 





mgs ee 


Fl i a a EN RMD femme 


+3 a 


os ot oes 


~ eae 
ee rr 


~ 


ee 


—— 


SE eee ti eee 





4 
Mol 
i 


A 


ee he eon, 2 
t = - 





104, NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER--SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 1515. 








mament, ammunition and stores, was only $64,789 not to be bullied with impunity, he sent his own 
and 50 cents! Divide this sum egwally among the boat on board, and denied that he had given orders to 
crews of the victorious squadron, and each man’s fire into us ; and even offered, if we thought it would 
share will be something less than $4 50 and when create a difficulty between the two governments, to 
the moicty claimed by their government, with the | accompany us to admiral Cockburn, in order to make 
various incidental expences, are deducted, the sum the necessary explanation. Mr. Hulbert very indig- 
per man will dwindle down to about 2 dollars!—It|nantly informed captain Bartholomew “that he had 
has been the singular hard fortune of John Bull, in all/ nothing to do with him or admiral Cockburn ; but, 
his victories ever Jonathan’s ships, to gain neither | that he would inform his government about the af- 
honor nor profit. fair.” 

United States brig Syren—In looking over our file} We have conversed with one of the gentlemen 
of English papers, we find in the London Courier of, who was authorised by government to negociate for 
November 21, the British official account of the cap-/ the negroes and other property which had been ta- 
ture of the United States brig Syren, by his majes-| ken by the enemy during their stay on Cumberland, 
ty’s* ship Medway, 74 guns, commanded by Augus-| He informs us that admiral Cockburn would not 
tus Brine. She was captured on the 12th of last) give up'a single article, except what was taken from 
July, after a chase of 11 hours—was commanded by! off Cumberland island; and that was supposed to 
lieutenant N. J. Nicholson, her captain (Parker)| be done through courtesy—negroes, &e. that were 


having died at sea. (MY. E. Post. taken from the other islands, after the treaty of 
Lonpon, November 21. | peace was ratified, were not even restored. The ene- 
Admixalty Office, November 19. | my evacuated Cumberland island on the 15th inst. 


= " . ad . . . 5) " : : 

Copy of a ene fi “ cpt pag ea of wits gg 7 and have carried off with them eight hundred ne- 
© / Pa a ' . 4 j e ° 

pve 32 rie 4 she aie - pwn "Atahe - i » ONE eroes, a considerable quantity of cotton, &c. stolen 

transmitted by that officer to John WilsonCroker, esq. since their arrival within our waters. We shall per- 


His majesty’s ship Medwa ; 
~ sea, July 12, 814. | haps in a few days be able to lay before our readers 


Sin—I have the honor to acquaint you, that cruiz-| the whole correspondence, between the commissi- 
ing in the execution of your orders, I this day fell oners and admiral Cockburn; ard therefore forbear 
in with and captured, after a chase of 11 hours, further remarks; Our informant states that Cock. 
nearly on a wind, the United States brig of war} burn contradicted the story of the Floridas having 
Syren, commanded by N. J. Nicholson, who suc-, been ceded to Great Britain—that he had received 
ceeded to the command by the death of her cap- | no intelligence of the Kind. 
tain (Parker) at sea. The Syren is pierced for 18! We are informed that the conduct ofthe British 
guns, had 16 mounted, viz. two 42 and twelve 24! officers to the commissioners was very insulting and 
pound carronades, with two long 9 pounders, and had rude. We will not describe the scenes that gentle- 
a complement of 137 men; all her guns, boats, an-)mcn have told us they witnessed on board the fleet 
chors, cables and spars were thrown overboard dur-| while off Cumberland Bar. Modesty forbids us. 
ing the pursuit. ‘The Syren had received a most | ada 
complete repair previous to her sailing, and is mee CHRONICLE. 
te = inne BRINE, |. We have some shreds of news from Europe ; but 

a ee tp hie? to. {hear nothing whatever of a positive character as to 
Nice mamernt 1 yer, commander It eh, Oe. ‘the settlement of the great affairs of the continent. 





ere Tet aeee oa Sees soe ae Of what has been done in the congress of Vievina we 
Inite nt a T ! . - ‘ & adhe t 
ee Seem wang mio i Tey peg it eee are uninformed, and the imagination of many is at 
prog Bore lesa ag was ta akan Tweets nf * . Stans work to conceive what that assembly will do. We 
‘a 3 Se ili ie Cesta dated Mean » 18 gather from what we hear, that the adjustment of the 
ae ihe‘eveutag ae tks ee fell in with Claims and pretensions of the several sovercigns isa 
ss 4 — i x. . , . ’ P ; P js ‘ 
his majesty’s brig of war Erebus, captain Bartholo- | est difficult business—France, England and Aus- 
dep teigs iN 5 is ‘tria, on one side, and Russia and Prussia on the 
mew, who ordered us to send our boat on board, or other, appear to be opposing parties. The minor 
bod bd _ ; c . Toa » 5] i . is 
he would sink rig instantly. Me - did not comply, and istates, have as yet, little or no influence on the con- 
he accordingly fired into us, which damaged our sails | sehin: . Miisetio deiedien dntientail Se Salen ee 
and rigging severely. .Mr. Hulbert immediately re-)° >. a, et i “Tm 
turned the fire and then struck his colors. Tie Bri-| ang | a ee RONG, FEMME, unsoubtedly, 
Par age iat andere. eisai lory. ang| Wants Belgium; Austria, many possessions in Italy, 
eneithaae tas = ips : sages edo S42 vet | atid England wants every thing she can get: and 
maa? , Ks aidinie the x cal th nd | thus they juggle with one another ; and will proba- 
an ¥ ee ee ee ee Seerrees A aS | baby quarrel before they have done. Castlereagh has 
Mary’s river, in the expedition against Clark’s mills.|~ ‘ St. Bastons tant 43 ii il Sa 
We had noone hurt on board the gun vessel, but a| returned to Eagiand, (as the opposition papers say ) 
entstinat Galt eras etidentiy Gliectaresd at Mr Hel without having accomplished any thing he went for, 
mn . Re ae . 8 esa tee |except to change the nature of the government of 
bert, as it passed within a few inches of his breast. | eli Dele thw Stal tte a ke Sianh ine 
A lt] h tl tai f the Erebus was politely j | anover, ma ing it a Kingly imsteac 0 an e1ecti 
formed by us who and what we were, and that we| state. ee ee ae Chg ton. 
1 sate > | Messrs. Clay, Bayard and Russel, with the secre- 


spa for admiral C — ied,|. wer a. 
had despatches for admiral Cockburn—he replied, taries of legation, Messrs. ‘Todd and Milligan, have 


that “he Cid not care a d—n for that ; we must either! 
send our boat on board, or be sunk ” But mark the | been presented to Louis the 18th, 
a ; : ' New-Hampshire election —TV he election in this state 


nwar 7 Pay ‘ y 
BAS fy py ees Wk?) ee ee eee Seek eee has terminated without any material alteration from 
* His majesty /’—Who !—ot loa 2—No—they) the result of things last year. Governor Gilman is 
who say “Ais uiajesty” by way of pre-eminence of| re-elected. 
the wretched creature of England, would call \a-| The President and his lady, and also Mr. JVon- 
poleon any thing else. They have never ucknowledg-| roe, have left Washington, for Virginia. The gentle- 
ed him. What more could a thorougi-bred English- imen, indeed, require a little relaxation, 
mage do than tocall his k ng, “his majesty?” Is ae} ‘The remains of Louis XVI and his queen have 


ol 








crazy man also the king of some among us? been taken up at Paris and re-interred in the chairch 
Ep. Rec. of St. Dennis, with great pomp. 








